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From the Desk of Our Commander

Hello and welcome to April. The membership drive for the 2024 membership year is coming
to a close. We are doing a great job this year on membership and keeping up our status as the
largest Post in the State. At the time of writing this article we are about 40 members short of
reaching our quota for the year. | am confident that by the time you are reading this we will
have meet the quota or will have in the next few days.

| find myself lately remembering the time | spent in the Navy and the times underway. |
remember the sunsets and the sunrises. There is nothing like being out in the middle of the
ocean with nothing but water around to bring out some of the most beautiful sunsets. It is quiet
and calm and you can just see forever. | have also been thinking of some of my shipmates that
| served with and the bond that develops from the long hours of work while at sea. The
camaraderie you develop suffering thru the same things together builds a brotherhood bond. |
still am in contact with the guys | served with during those times. | am sure that | am not unique
in the brotherhood. That is one of the remarkable things that binds all Legionnaires together.
We all share the same thing, and even though we may not have served in the same branch or
at the same time, the feeling still brings us together. | enjoy being a member of The American
Legion and recruiting fellow veterans to join if they are not already a member. So, we can do
great things together!

You may remember an article | wrote a few months ago about the four pillars of the American
Legion. In case you don't, a little reminder. They are Americanism, National Security, Children
& Youth, and Veterans Assistance and Rehabilitation. These are our core values, and all are
important. These are the reason | am still a member of The American Legion.

Americanism teaches the importance and love of a country that we all raised our hands to
support and defend. National Security reminds us that we need a robust national defense to
keep our way of life. Children & Youth realize they are our country's future, and keeping them
safe is our priority. Most important to me are Veterans Assistance and Rehabilitation. If we do
not advocate for our veterans, we have lost everything. So many have given a piece of
themselves in service to our country, and we need to ensure they get the help they deserve and
have earned. We must ensure veterans have good job opportunities and a roof over their heads.
That is why we do so what we do for our fellow veterans.

When you see veterans who are not members of The American Legion, remember this phrase:
"We believe in God and Country; We believe in Americanism; We believe in Taking care of
our Youth; We believe in Taking care of our Veterans, and We Believe in a Strong National
Defense. If this is something you believe in, you need to belong to The American Legion."

Thanks for all you do to help Veterans and our Post.

Post 209 Commander
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From Our Senior Vice Commander

Let get the last renewals in! We are through 96% and need 40 more members to reach goal. If you have a
family member or friend who is eligible, bring them to a post function and invite them to join!

While you are at the post, take a look out back in the yard area.
Presley Thorps Eagle Scout project has been completed.
Thanks to the generous donations of our members and a lot of
work by post members and Scout volunteers, his project
provides us with a children’s play structure and ground cover
within the fenced in area out back. This is an awesome
addition to our post as well as our ability to support the
families of our members!

Stove 7;//0%64

Senior Vice Commander

From Our Auxiliary President

Happy April! Our Auxiliary Unit is hosting a garage sale at the Post on April 20th. If you would like to
donate items, help with the garage sale, rent your own space to sale your own items, etc. please reach out
to Tina Cope or Casey Martinez (see the flyer in this edition).

Our Jr. Auxiliary members are getting busy! If you have a young lady that qualifies as a Jr. member or is
already a Jr. member, please reach out to Rebekah Arpan! She is hoping to grow our Juniors. There is a
patch program several of our members are currently working on and they have been doing some fun
activities at the monthly meetings lately!

If you are interested in volunteering more at our dinners and/or other events, please reach out to let us
know. You can also put that you are interested in volunteering in the RSVP email you send to Jackie
Bowen each week. That is the easiest way to let us know.

April is our Unit elections. There is still time to let Jackie Bowen, Election Committee Chair, know if you
would like to run for an office. All positions are available! You can also run from the floor on the day of
the elections, which will be held at our April meeting on the 13th. We still have no members running for
Sergeant-at-Arms or Chaplain.

Happy birthday to all of our members who are celebrating their birthday in April. Have an amazing day!

@W %W
Unit President
American Legion Auxiliary
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Chaplain’s Corner

“Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” - Matthew 11:29-30

We are content, full of energy and ready to do whatever we have to do if we are well rested.
Sleep is not rest. Sleep and rest work together in getting every part of us restored, but they are
not the same thing. When we find ourselves in a place of exhaustion, where we have become

grouchy and lose our temper more easily, at such times, others even find it difficult to be around
us because we are actually in a place of “burn out.”

Specialists have defined five stages of sleep, from light sleep to very deep. During the night sleep,
we normally cycle in and out of the five stages of sleep. We wake up rested if the majority of our
sleeping hours were in the deep stages of sleep. Also, to wake up rested it is important to get at
least 20% of the sleep time where we dream and process information.

Sleeping is for our physical body, but for us to be restored and refreshed when we wake up next
morning, we need to experience the rest that Jesus is talking about in the above verses.

It is important to do everything from a position of being “yoked with Savior.” When we remain
in Him and He in us, it changes everything. We seek His help to follow His direction. When we
ask for His counsel to do things His way, we know we can depend on Him and learn from Him
in every situation. By learning to do all things with Jesus and being meek, gentle, humble and
submissive to God, we find true rest and peace for our souls. When our hearts and minds are at
peace, we will be able to sleep deep, to truly rest and to be our best, that God created us to be.
Life is good and blessed when we live it for the Lord!

If you have any spiritual needs (prayer, praises, blessings, death in family, etc.) | am here for
you. If you just need someone to talk with for any reason, I am here for you. I don’t have to
know you or your family.

Reach out to me at bob.odonnell@comcast.net or 719-432-6018.
&/ /WW " ﬂ/@’/m&% ’
Chaplain Odie

Post 209 Nominations for Officer positions

I have been appointed again this year as chairman of our nomination committee. We need to fill
a few vacancies, although all positions are open to any member of Post 209 in good standing.
Let me know if you want to participate in the Post leadership and serve our members. Attached
is a short description of each officer position. We will also ask for nominations from the floor in
April when we have elections.
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Commander: You are entrusted with supervising the duties of all other officers of the Post. You
are the presiding officer at all meetings, and you must familiarize yourself with the policies and
traditions of your Post and The American Legion.

Adjutant: Also known as the "First Sergeant.” You are the Secretary of the Post. Post activities
will revolve around you. The Adjutant is the Post personnel officer; maintains membership
records, and minutes of meetings, checks up, and assists with the work of the other officers and
Committees. In addition, you publish official orders, announcements, and instructions.

Senior Vice Commander: Your primary role is membership. No Post can survive without a
strong membership. You should be familiar with ceremonial protocols for regular meetings. A
Vice Commander must be ready to fill in for the Commander upon a moment's notice.

Junior Vice Commander: You must be ready to promote your Post. The Commander will depend
on you to provide programs that spice up the meetings and attract attendance. You should contact
other veteran and civic organizations so that each patriotic holiday and observance receives the
attention it deserves. You are concerned with the pageantry of The American Legion. You should
also be concerned with the welfare of all fellow veterans and Veteran Affairs and Rehabilitation
Committees.

Finance Officer: You will serve as chair of the Finance Committee and will be responsible for
receiving and disbursing Post funds. You will work closely with the Post Adjutant in all matters
related to the finances of your Post.

Service Officer: You should be a dedicated person with a deep interest in fellow veterans, the
Post, and the community. You are responsible for bringing to the attention of all veterans and
their dependents the rights and benefits granted by law. You must know how to utilize the expert
services available through Legion channels and local agencies. You should be ready to visit
dependents upon a service member's death. You may be called upon to serve as chair of the
Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation Committee, working with children and youth committees,
or making hospital visitations and appointed by the Commander-elect.

Chaplain: You must be a person capable of moral and intellectual leadership. You work closely
with all other Officers of the Post. You should attend all meetings of the Post and Executive
Committee. When requested, you should be ready to officiate at the funerals of members. The
Chaplain must also be prepared to serve the bereaved families of Post members.

Sergeant-at-Arms: You should know how to arrange the meeting hall and assist the Post
Commander and Adjutant. You are the custodian of the Colors and in charge of Colors details
during presentation and retirement ceremonies. You should know how to display flags and their
proper presentation. You are also responsible for maintaining order at all meetings.

Historian: You are responsible for preserving and compiling our Post's records/photos
(specifically through our Scrapbook and website). It would help if you tried to attend Department
Conventions and keep in touch with other Post Historians. [You are only encouraged to attend, not
required.]
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Post Executive Committeeman: You are a voting member of the Post Executive Committee
and are entrusted with the government and management of the Post. You shall be responsible for
representing the interests of the general membership to the Executive Committee.

Judge Advocate: You provide professional advice in conducting Post business or assist in
procuring proper counsel. You are the interpreter of the Constitution and By-Laws of our Post.
You may be asked to assist in auditing Post financial accounts, appointed by the Commander-
elect.

For more information, see the 2024 Officers Guide, beginning on page 7. A free copy can be
downloaded from the Legion.org website. Just search for Publications and select the 2024
Officer’s Guide. Go to: https://www.legion.org/publications/259071/officers-

guide

%ﬂ ; feaver
Nomination Committee Chairman

From our Sons of The American Legion
Commander

My wife and | spend a lot of time at veteran fundraising events. Saturday, 16 March was no
different. We supported Mt Carmel at the St Patrick’s day parade. They had breakfast for us and
many guests of honor. Four Denver Bronco cheerleaders greeted everyone and were a very
impressive group of ladies. One of them was a small Japanese gal that spoke broken English. 1
talked with her, and she said she came from Hokido to the United States just to be a Denver
Broncos cheerleader. She is going on her third year and is working as a dance instructor. Another
gal had her master’s in mental health, and one was an engineer. Truly amazing women and their
outfits were pretty awesome!

Then it was time for the speakers. We heard from the Grand Marshall of the parade and the CEO
of Mt Carmel. The third was a special man. He did not know he was going to speak. He stated
how grateful he was to be a part of an organization helping veterans. He then went on to tell the
story of his father serving the Pacific Theater during World War Il. This man could have talked
about himself and recent events, but he was focused on veterans.

I met with him after he spoke when the crowds
dispersed around him. He had the same story that
a lot of us hear. He didn’t even know his dad and
uncles served in the war until he was 26 years old.
He lamented, “that generation just did not speak of
those experiences”. He told us his father owned a
grocery store while he was growing up and the
local American Legion held their meetings in the
basement. He had no idea what the group was or
what it stood for as a kid. After hearing his stories,
| shared information about The Sons of the
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American Legion. He had no idea that he and his sons could be a part of a great family to honor
his father and further support veterans.

I admit, I knew he would be there and had to bring my favorite 70’s Bronco shirt with me to get
an autograph. After all, he is a hall of fame linebacker from the famous “Orange Crush”.

Now, please join me in welcoming our newest Sons of the American Legion Squadron 209
member. Mr. Randy Gradishar. Welcome to the family sir!

ut Bary
SAL Commander

From our Service Officer

Hello Legionnaires,

The past few weeks have been very difficult for me and my family. A number of close family
friends have passed during that time, and with it all the emotions attached. A close friend (and
business associate) of my father, Jay Cimino was a local legend. Of course, you probably saw
him on TV as the pitchman for Phil Long Ford Dealerships. Jay led 17 dealerships in Colorado
and New Mexico, under the Phil Long name. More than that, Jay was the founder and creator of
Mt. Carmel Veterans Service Center, which now has offices in Colorado Springs, Pueblo,
Trinidad, etc. These service centers help veterans transition after active-duty service. Jay lived a
life of service, beginning at a young age by serving in the US Marines. He continued serving
veterans through Mt. Carmel, and the various charities he funded. Without his most generous
support of veterans, there would be no Mt. Carmel or other charities that are so vital to our
communities. | salute Jay Cimino, and thank him for continuing to serve long after his USMC
days were over.

There were other notable losses, but the one that hurt the most was my good friend Kevin. A
childhood friend, I literally knew him since we were both in diapers. His family and mine are
very close. His mom was my mom’s best friend until she passed a few years ago. Kevin was a
very talented local attorney, and could literally walk in to the court room with a sticky note on
his hand with the judge’s name, the prosecuting attorney, and maybe a few other names. He
would masterfully defend his client all from his brilliant memory and lawyering skills! Kevin
was also a person who suffered for years with a major depressive disorder. After some difficult
personal issues and business-related set-backs, he decided to take his own life recently at age 62.
I had met with Kevin just a few weeks prior to losing him. As a mental health professional, I'm
saddened to say that | could not save him. He was on depression medications for years and was
in therapy, but it all became too much for him. Please reach out to me or another mental health
professional if you are ever having thoughts of self-harm. Is it easy to ask for help? Not always,
but there are people who love and care about you! As veterans, we share a brother/sisterhood and
we need to support one another! Hopefully, you attended the seminar at the Post on March
30, 2004 at 1000. We discussed VA’s S.A.V.E program and BE THE ONE Legion program
for training on how to recognize the signs and what to do if you or someone you know has self-
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harm thoughts or intensions. The life you save could be your best friends, or even your OWN!
Use the Veterans Crisis Line if needed. Dial 988 then Press 1.

Brian G Werpty, LOSE] ST

VA/DoD Liaison Program

Office: 719-526-9675 Cell: 719-930-4147
Brian.Murphy3@va.gov or Brian.J.Murphy44.civ@mail.mil

From our American Legion Riders

Riding season is upon us, and Post 209 American Legion Riders are ready to dust off the
cobwebs, fire up the bikes and hit the road! Starting this month | would like to start spotlighting the riders.
Both Riders bring something special to the team and our events. We’re proud to have them on board and
I’'m sure you’ll see them in the post and on the road. Wizard — Post 209 ALR Director.

Lorenzo Trotter

Road Name: Worldwide

Branch of Service: United States Air Force

Hometown: Goodyear Arizona

Family: Wife Tammie, Two sons Lorenzo A Trotter IV, and Trey. Two

grandkids TJ and Tristan.

Hobbies: Camping, fishing, side by side, ice fishing, bowling, movies,

riding, watching sports.

Motorcycle: 21 Road Glide limited.

A little about yourself and what brought you the Legion: Very

active...Try to enjoy every day like it’s the last day. Really enjoy

helping people in the community. What brought me to The Legion is
Ed Santos invited me to the ROMP, And | enjoy all we do for the veterans!

Jonathon Shay

Road Name: Skeeter

Branch of Service: Soon to be United States Army

Hometown: Colorado Springs, Colorado

Family: Mother and Father is Rico and Tar Shay. And my sister
Jennifer Shay.

Hobbies: Riding, baseball, and running.

Motorcycle: Indian Scout

A little about yourself and what brought you the Legion: I am
currently enlisting into the U.S. Army, and | play baseball and run
cross country for Sand Creek High School.

Sean Cope
President, American Legion Riders
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From our Post Historian

“Private Fryar and his machine gun gave us time to pull out and climb the steep
bluff to safety... (without him) I think the whole battalion could have been wiped out.”

Elmer E. Fryar was born and raised in Denver, Colorado. After
graduation from Wheat Ridge High School in 1932, he enlisted in the
U.S. Army for three years, followed by a four-year enlistment in the
U.S. Marine Corps. He re-enlisted in the U.S. Army as a paratrooper in
the 511" Parachute Infantry Regiment (11" Airborne Division) after
America’s entry into WWIIL. During the fighting on Leyte Island in the
Philippines on 8 December 1944, Private Fryar's company was ordered
to cover the battalion's withdrawal to a more suitable point from which
to attack. Seeing an enemy platoon moving to outflank his
company, he went forward alone to an exposed ridgeline
to hold off the enemy while his company withdrew to re-

form its lines. Drawing the bulk of enemy fire, he was hit and wounded multiple

times, but continuing his attack, he drove the Japanese enemy back with a loss of at

least 27 killed. While withdrawing to rejoin his squad, he found a seriously wounded

comrade, helped him to the rear, and soon overtook his platoon leader, who was

assisting another wounded. While these four were moving to rejoin their platoon, an

enemy sniper appeared and aimed his weapon at the platoon leader. Pvt. Fryar

instantly sprang forward, received the full burst of automatic fire in his own body and fell mortally

wounded. With his remaining strength he threw a hand grenade and killed the sniper. Pvt. Fryar's

extraordinary gallantry above and beyond the call of duty significantly contributed to the success

of the battalion's withdrawal and its subsequent attack and defeat of the enemy. For these brave

and selfless actions, Private Fryar was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor on 9 May 1945.

At the presentation ceremony, Elmer's father reportedly said that EImer "always loved adventure
and he probably was having the time of his life before he was killed on Leyte."”

Private Elmer Fryar’s remains were reported as “lost in recovery.” He is listed on the Tablets of

the Missing at the Manila American Cemetery and Memorial in the Philippines. Today the Fryar

Field Drop Zone at Fort Benning is named in his honor, as is the Elmer E. Fryar US Army Reserve
Center in Denver.

Born and raised in Denver, Colorado, Duane W. Martin was
commissioned into the US Air Force in 1963 and served in the Vietnam
War as a helicopter pilot, assigned to the 39th Air Rescue and
Recovery Squadron. On 20 September 1965, 1% Lieutenant Martin was
co-piloting a HH-43B Huskie helicopter that was taking part in a
rescue attempt of a downed American F-105 pilot along the Laos-
Vietnam border. Their aircraft was hit by ground fire and crashed into
the jungle. 1st Lt Martin evaded capture, though the other three crew
members were all captured and imprisoned for the remainder of the
war in Vietnam. Martin was eventually captured by Laotian
Communist forces and held as a POW in Laos. After nine months in
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captivity, 1% Lt. Martin and another American POW, Navy pilot LTJG Dieter
Dengler, escaped and evaded capture for 17 days before confrontation with
enemy Laotian forces. Dengler escaped and was eventually rescued, but he
reported that Martin was killed in the 20 July 1966 encounter with the
Laotian Communists.

The Air Force posthumously promoted 1% Lt. Duane Martin to Captain and
awarded him the Air Force Cross for his courageous actions in the face of
the enemy. His remains have never been recovered from Laos. He was
survived by his parents, and his widow and two daughters. Today, Captain
Martin is memorialized on the Courts of the Missing at the National
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, and at Fort Logan National Cemetery in

Denver, Colorado. His name is also inscribed along with all his fallen comrades on the Vietnam

Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, D.C.

Thank you for your service, Duane, you are not forgotten.

“Time will not dim the glory of their deeds.” - General John Pershing

Historian

From our Color/Honor Guard Captain

The Honor Guard continues to field requests, sometimes daily, to support Final Honors for local
veterans. The team has been busy meeting these requests, even with only a day’s notice. While
it is nice being 2.5 months into the year without having to deny a Final Honors request, | know
with the small team of active members we have that it is only a matter of time. It is simple math
(has to be for me to figure it out), the more active members, the less requests we have to deny.

We are still looking into partnering with other area VSOs (DAV, MCL, TAL, VFW - the whole
alphabet soup). A mixed VSO Honor Guard is not an issue, and would increase the ability to
meet the local veterans and community needs. If you know someone from another VSO that
might be interested in being a part of a very important program you can invite them to a General
Membership meeting or an Honor Guard meeting (2" Tuesday, 4" Thursday each month at
6:00pm). If nothing else, please provide them with my contact information and we can get any
guestions answered.

And now for the standard ending of my newsletter article — Want to be part of a great team? The
Honor Guard needs to gain more new team members in order to ensure we are able to continue
supporting our veterans and our community. Understandably, not everyone has much time to
participate in the Honor Guard. In reality, all someone needs are a few available hours: about an
hour to participate a night for a training meeting (check the newsletter calendar or the calendar
on the Honor Guard website - https://legion209.org/honorguard209/) and up to a couple of hours
for an event. So around three hours a month for a meeting and just ONE event is all you need to
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make a difference in helping support our veterans and our community. Members of The
American Legion, the Sons of The American Legion, and The American Legion Auxiliary are
all eligible to be members of the Honor Guard with all uniform items provided except Legion
family-specific cap and shoes. If you or someone you know might be interested in supporting the
Honor Guard, please reach out to me at: (719) 482-4496 or honor.guard@Iegion209.org.

Like and Follow Post 209 Honor Guard” Facebook page. The link is at the top of the Honor

Guard website: https://leqgion209.org/honorquard209/
Goel T Hres
Honor Guard Captain

From our Junior Shooting Sports Program

The Young Guns Basic Course provides youth ages 10-18 years old (boys and girls) the
opportunity to learn about firearms safety and basic shooting skills. During Young Guns, NRA
Basic Rifle Instructors teach the safe handling of firearms, shooting positions (prone, kneeling,
and standing), how to zero a rifle, and how to score targets. At the end of the course, the youth
have a competition shoot against the others in the course in order to show off the skills they have
learned. The Marksmanship Course provides graduates of Young Guns the opportunity to further
develop their shooting skills. If you have a child, grandchild, niece, nephew, neighbor kid, etc.
interesting in learning about firearm safety, contact the Post 209 JSSP at: jssp209@gmail.com

The Spring 2024 JSSP Marksmanship and Young Guns Basic Courses are more than halfway
through the session. The Post JSSP was formed in July of 2013 and has taught many young men
and women how to safely handle firearms and participate in the NRA Marksmanship
Qualification Program for Qualification Air Rifle, and now Air Pistol has been added. A
significant milestone for the program has occurred — the Post JSSP’s first participant to qualify
for their Expert tab!

The Fall 2024 Junior Shooting Class flyer has been posted on the Young Guns website. The
Young Guns brochure, Basic Course Application (new shooters), and Marksmanship Course
Application are also available on the website. It is never too early to sign up, so send in your
youth’s application today!

As with Instructors, RSOs are important part in supporting the Post 209 JSSP, ensuring a safe
range for the students. It was stated in last month’s newsletter article, an NRA Basic Range
Safety Officer (RSO) Course was scheduled for volunteers wanting to support the Post 209 JSSP
by becoming an NRA Certified RSO. The RSO Course graduated six (6) new RSOs to support
the JSSP and Scouting programs. Another RSO Course will be scheduled for sometime this
summer. Also, another NRA Basic Rifle Course and a NRA Basic Pistol Course may possibly
be scheduled this summer (based on number of student signups). Please contact me if interested
in the any/all of the courses, or just to learn more.

If you are interested in volunteering, or just learning more about the Post 209 JSSP, please email:
jwhaas.al209@gmail.com.
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Like and Follow “Centennial Post 209 Young Guns Shooting Sports” Facebook page. The link
is at the top of the Young Guns website: https://legion209.org/young-guns/

Goel W Hras

JSSP Instructor

Salty Dog

BOATSWAIN, COCKSWAIN (OR COXSWAIN), SKIFFSWAIN-

As required by 17th century law, British ships-of-war carried three smaller boats -- the boat,
the cock boat, and the skiff. The boat -- or gig -- was usually used by the captain to go ashore
and was the larger of the three. The cock boat was a very small rowboat used as a ship's tender.
The skiff was a lightweight all-purpose vessel. The suffix "swain" means keeper; thus, the
keepers of the boat, cock and skiff were called boatswain, cockswain and skiffswain
respectively. Until 1949, a boatswain's mate 3rd class in the Navy was called a cockswain.

Liberty Boat Captain’s Gig

Post 209 Commander

Bringing A Little South to the West

High School was aptly named, for me anyway. During the period from 9™ grade through my senior
year, the time provided many lows and highs (pun intended). While the years have fortunately allowed
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me to forget some things that occurred, I don’t think I’1l ever forget several events and happenings that
probably helped shape the man | am today.

My first lasting memory as a Freshman was Music. I’ve always loved to sing. Matter of fact, I’ve had
several people say they’ve never heard singing such as mine. Man, what a compliment. So, I signed up.
The first day the music teacher announced she planned to have us come up to the front of the room the
next day and sing a short ditty so she could determine where we should be seated. As soon as the class
ended that day, | went to the office and dropped music. I also signed up again for Band. | had taken it
and played clarinet and saxophone as a Jr. high student (7" and 8" grade). By the time | was in High
School, I was first chair. And even though I played Football during Jr. high, I didn’t have time after
school for practice, and apparently you can’t play unless you also attend practice. So, Football was out
for me in High School.

It was either 9™ or 10" grade that | got the entrepreneur bug. | had the idea of making a couple of
bologna and cheese sandwiches and selling them to friends at school. I sold them for less than they had
to pay for lunch in the cafeteria. I wouldn’t eat anything during lunch, but would fix something quick
(like a bologna sandwich) as soon as | got home. That worked pretty well until one day Mom asked
why we were going through the bologna so quickly and my little sister dimed me out. That ended my
chance to get rich. 10" grade was also the year I turned 16, got my car and drivers’ license and school
didn’t even hit the top 5 on my list of things to do. That proved to be pretty dumb and landed me in
summer school to keep from flunking out. That year | failed English (can you believe that? Me, flunking
English as good as I talk!), Geometry, and Spanish. I didn’t have to make up Spanish because it was an
elective, but I needed the Math and English. I couldn’t cut a break in Geometry. | even cheated off the
girl who sat in front of me. My downfall was when called upon, having to write a homework problem
on the blackboard and explain how I got the answer. Obviously, saying it was from Karla was the wrong
answer. And interesting enough, having spent several years in El Paso, TX and now living here, | speak
more Spanish than | ever learned in school. 10" grade was also my first year in JROTC. Our senior
instructor was an old WWII Army 1% Sergeant, Shirley Wright. Funny how no one EVER made fun of
his name.

It was either the 10" or 11" grade that I got suspended, and it wasn’t even my fault...totally. After
school I landed a job at a grocery store in a “not so good” part of town. So, I would carry a spray bottle
of Mace in my pocket. Occasionally, I’d take it to school, especially if I had to go to work immediately
after school. I was showing it off to a buddy in the ROTC building one day and he asked to see it. As
soon as | gave it to him, he went to back of the class (no teacher was in the room at the time), held it
above his head and hit the spray nozzle for about 5 seconds. It cleared the room. I took the blame and
got a 3-day suspension. | also believe it was during my Junior year | got 3 licks from the Assistant
Principal. T don’t recall what I did, but I’'m certain it was not warranted. Most of the time when I did
something stupid, I was given a choice of 3-days in detention or 3 licks. | always opted for the detention.
But that particular time I didn’t get a choice. And when | got home, | got at least three more from Dad.

| finally grew up my Senior year. | was still taking JROTC (which by the way allowed me to join the
Army as an E-3) and actually made the A/B Honor Roll one semester. I really enjoyed my senior year.
Maybe it was because | knew my life was about to change dramatically when |

graduated. I would have to grow up. And I didn’t feel I was ready to be an adult.

I could probably write an entire article about my senior year, and maybe one day
I will. But I think it’s time I put this article to bed. Hasta La Vista Baby!

Goy Buotwen
Past Commander
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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Sign up and join the BSA at this
amazing event and meet a real
American Hero!
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Walk of Honor

e What are the costs for the individual bricks? Prices vary
depending on size, style, and lettering desired but typically
range from $75 to $200, depending on size.

e What are the costs for the corporate/veteran supporter
bricks? Again, prices vary depending on size, style, and
lettering but typically range from $125 to $500.

e What is the difference between individual and corporate bricks? Individual bricks are for
veterans and family members wishing to purchase a brick to honor their veterans. The
corporate bricks are for our veteran-friendly supporters and businesses who want to show their
continued support for our nation's heroes by purchasing a brick.

e Is the brick purchase restricted to members of the Post 209 families? No. We encourage
members to buy a brick for themselves for their veteran loved ones or to show their support
for our veterans.

e Where do | go to buy a brick? We have a link on our website. Just visit legion209.org and
click on "Walk of Honor." Or, you can visit http://polarengraving.com/ALPost209 to buy your
brick. The site is user-friendly and will walk you through the design and purchase. In addition,
you will see a preview of your brick before finalizing the purchase.

e How do I pay for the brick? We have the site set up to accept payment via PayPal or check.
PayPal is an extremely safe way to purchase a brick, and you don't need a PayPal account to
use it.

e Where will the brick be shipped? All bricks will be sent to the post. We will notify you when
it arrives, and you are welcome to stop by and see the brick you have purchased.

e What will become of my brick? It will be placed near the flagpole at the post in the area we
call the Walk of Honor.

e How long will this fundraiser effort last? We
plan to continue selling bricks until the Walk of
Honor is covered with personalized bricks.

e Will I have an opportunity to buy a brick
later? Quite possibly, depending on what is
decided/approved for the next phase of our
project.

Order your brick(s) now to ensure you get one in Phase One of our projects. If
you buy multiple bricks, let our Adjutant know, and we will ensure they are
all placed together.

Buy a brick
http://polarengraving.com/ALPost209 21|Page
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Starting at

$350!
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PROGRAMS FOR KIDS

Young Guns

NRA-Accredited members of Sons of The American Legion are sponsors and
instructors for the Young Guns program. This basic rifle safety and marksmanship
course are offered to boys and girls ages 10-18. Shooting is indoors, using air rifles.

https://www.facebook.com/AmericanLegionCentennialPost209/

Scouting Programs

The Post 209 family is the charter partner with the following Boy Scouts of 2=
America (BSA) units: St

Cub Scout Pack 24 (Boys and Girls): p24@legion209.org

Scouts BSA Troop 77 (Girls): t77@legion209.org

Scouts BSA Troop 79 (Boys): t79@legion209.0rg

Scouts BSA Troop 187 (Boys): t187@legion209.0rg

Venture Crew 762 (Young men and women ages 14-20): c762@Ilegion209.org

Boys and Girls State

Boys State and Girls State are for high school juniors going into their
senior year with at least one semester left.

e BOYS STATE www.colegionboysstate.org/
GIRLS STATE http://alacolorado.com/qgirls-state.org

Oratorical Contest
This Nationwide contest is designed to develop a more profound knowledge and
appreciation of the Constitution of the United States on the part of high school
students.

www.colegionoratorical.org

Eagle Scout of the Year

The American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year nomination window is from 1
November to 1 March. Nomination packets must be received by each applicant's
respective The American Legion department (state) headquarters no later than 1
March.

https://legion209.0rg/Scouting/

For more information see: 23|Page
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APRIL 2024

For the most current version see:
https://www.legion209.org/coming_up/

April 2024
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 Price DependsonMenu | 6
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm Marksmanship Young Guns 6:15pm  [Hamdogger Night! ALR Fun Run!
4:45/5:45/6:56pm 6:00pm 9:00am Start
RSVP Required!
Honor Bell Mtg
Venture Crew 7:00pm 10:00am
7 8 9 10 11 12 Price TBD 13
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm [Honor Gd. Trng Marksmanship Young Guns 6:15pm ELECTIONS!
6:00pm 4:45/5:45/6:56pm SAL Dinner Membership Meeting
6:00pm B'fast - 9:00/Mtg - 10:00
RSVP Required!
Venture Crew 7:00pm
14 15 Tax Day (Taxes Due) 16 17 18 19 $15/person 20
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm |ALR Exec. Mtng Young Guns 6:15pm Garage Sale
ALR 6:30pm. 3613 Jeannine Dr.
Chicken Fried Chicken 9:00am-3:00pm
6:00pm Female Veterans Social
Venture Crew 7:00pm [RSVP Required! 9:00am-11:00am
21 22 Earth Day 23 24 25 26 Price TBD 27
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm |ALR/SAL Monthly Mtng Honor Gd. Trng
SAL 5:30pm 6:00pm ALA Dinner Healing Warriors!
ALR 6:45pm Peruvian Chicken 9:00am-1:00pm
6:00pm
Venture Crew 7:00pm |RSVP Required!
28 29 30 Notes:
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm

For more information see:

https://legion209.org/
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MAY 2024

For the most current version see:

https://www.legion209.org/coming_up/

May 2024
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 Price Depends on Menu| 4
Exec. Cmttee Mtg
6:00pm
Hamdogger Night!
6:00pm Honor Bell Meeting
Venture Crew 7:00pm  |RSVP Required! 10:00am
5 6 7 8 9 10 Price TBD 11
National Spring Meetings - Indianapolis Installation of Officers
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm Membership Meeting
ALR Dinner 5:00pm
6:00pm
Venture Crew 7:00pm  |RSVP Required!
12 Mother's Day 13 14 15 16 17 $15/person 18 Armed Forces Day
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm |Honor Gd. Trng
6:00pm Female Veterans Social
Chicken Fried Chicken 9:00am-11:00am
6:00pm
Venture Crew 7:00pm  |RSVP Required!
19 20 21 22 23 24 Price TBD 25
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm |ALR Exec. Mtng Honor Gd. Trng
Girls State ALR 6:30pm. 6:00pm Healing Warriors!
Ice Cream Social ALA Dinner 9:00am-1:00pm
3:00pm-6:00pm 6:00pm
Venture Crew 7:00pm  |RSVP Required!
26 27 Memorial Day 28 29 30 31 Notes:
Troop 77 Mtg. 6:00pm |ALR/SAL Monthly Mtng
SAL 5:30pm
ALR 6:45pm

Venture Crew 7:00pm

For more information
https://legion209.org/

See.
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