A NEWSLETTER FROM YOUR AMERICAN LECION

CENTENNIAL POST 209

JUNE THOMAS, COMMANDER

*A LITTLE POST GOING PLACES AND DOING BIG THINGS®

On @arch 15, 1992, +the American
Legion will begin its 74th year of
sgrvice to the nation’s veterans,
widows and orphans, as well as

seryice to the community, state and
nation.

Taking you back to February 1819,
twenty soldiers from the Army
Expeditionary Force (AEF), met over
dinner and considered steps which
would improve conditions and morale
for the 2.5 million soldiers and
sailors who had fought a war and
were tired of discipline,
regulations and being away from
home. One of the participants, LTC
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr., proposed
that an Association of American
Veterans of the War be organized.

It was decided that all those who
served in American uniform overseas
and at home should be included;
that it should be a civilian
organization, deveoid of rank; and
that it must operate in democratic
fashion.

Two organizational meetings were
held, one in Paris, France and one
in +the United States. Committees
were fTormed who gave us a Preamble,
an official name and on September

15, 1919, the United States
Congress passed an act
incorporating The American Legion.
From +the beginning, The American
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Legion wag ooncerned with caring
for dieabled veterans, widows and
orphang and enceouraged government
to provide adeguate hospitaliza-
tion, rehabilitation, employment
programse and disability payments.

The American
single riece of
achievement was the Serviceman’s
Readjuetment Act of 1944...the GI
Bill. It was signed by President
Roogevelt on June 22, 1944.

Legion's greatest
legialative

Over the years, The American Legion
has been involved with community,
veterans” affairs and a host of
other programs guch as Legion
baseball (70 vyears), Boys State
(39th year), and The American
Legion High School Oratorical
Contest (since 1938).

More recently, during Desert Shield
and Desert Storm, the American

Legion instituted a family hotline
to assist the families of military
personnel in the Gulf. To date,

the American Legion has answered in
aXcess of 20,000 calls for
assistance.

The American Legion has had an
impressive first 74 years and it is

only through the work and
dedication of each and everyone of
us that The American Legion will

have another glorious 74 years,
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Hi Legionnaires:

February was such a busy month.
The Auxiliary Past Presidents”
Parley had their first luncheon on
February 2nd and I thoroughly
enjoyed Dbeing a part of it. Past
President Ruth Hornik hosted the
luncheon and made a Sunday
afternoon most enjoyable.

Five days later, I was on and off
the Metro in Washington, DC at the
National Conference which was very
informative. As of this time,
there are +two VA Hospitals in
Virginia and Georgia that are
allowing non-vets medical care.
Secretary Derwinski said these are
just test cases; however, we have
an eagle eye out and are following
this closely.

I got the word late on the Florence
Nursing Home Birthday Party on
February 29 but those who joined us
were appreciated by those veterans
and their Commander "Doc" Christe.

We attended the Cub Scout Blue and
Gold Bangquet on February 21 and won
lots of prizes. Al Cyriagque and
Ernie Kelly spent the most on a
beautifully decorated cake. Al got
a collector's item "Engine" cake
and Kelly got a "Grand Piano” cake.
Barbara and Harry Johnson were also
there. Join us next year.

March will start off with the
Annual American Legion Birthday
Dinner on March 7th. If you have
not signed up, be sure to do so.
There is no charge for this party.
The next Saturday, we join the Cub
Pack in Manitou Springs at the ©St.
Patrick’s Day Parade. All those
who will join us, call Ann Foster
for the time and place.

If you are interested in running
for an office in the Post or would
like +to chair a committee, contact

the nominating committee before our
March meeting. Bill Pifer, Larry
Johnson and Neal Thomas are the
nominating committee.

April is the final election of
officers and also our post
initiation of new members. Call
Ann Foster at 591-1952 +to Dbe
included.

Thank you for vyour support. We
want to start a daytime bingo. Let
us know if you would be available
to work. We have 21 months to be
in our new post home so please lend
your support.

There s strength in
together, WE ARE WINNERS!

Unity and

JUNE THOMAS
COMMANDER

FROM THERE
AGITATOR

March 15 is the official birthday
of The American Legion, however, on
March 7, we will celebrate the

American Legion Birthday with a
dinner and speaker. If you would
like to attend, please notify

either myeself at work 579-5788/5672
or home 580-1368 or call the Post
591-2272 and make your reservation
with the Bartender. This is
necessary 80 wWe can plan for the
meal. The cutoff for this function
will be 29th of February.

It is time to start thinking about
election of officers for the

upcoming year to represent the
Post.

During the general membership
meeting in February, Commander
Thomas appointed the nominating

committee for the
They are Bill Pifer,
and Larry Johnson.
like to become an

upcoming year.
Neal Thomas
If vou would
officer of the



Post, please contact me and I will
be more than happy to provide you
with +the job description from the
officer s manual of the office.

During the April 16th general
membership meeting, an initiation
of new members will be conducted.

This is a formal initiation,
designed to provide you with some
information and insight into The

American Legion and what we stand
for. If you would 1like to be
initiated during this ceremony,

please call the Post Home at
b91-2272 and leave your name or you
can reach me at 580-1369 if you
have questions. Please make plans
to attend this ceremony.

During the meeting in April, there
will be election of officers for
the upcoming year. Nominations for
office will be accepted from the
floor during the meeting prior to
the election.

On the 3rd of May, District Seven
will conduct ite annual convention.
This will be held at American
Legion Post 25 in Florence, Co. It
will begin at 12:00 with
registration and the meeting will
start at 1:00 P.M. I would like to
see as many of vyou who can to
attend. This is a perfect
opportunity +to meet Legionnaires
and Auxiliary members from
throughout the District. For more
information, you can reach me at
580-1369 or call +the Post at
581-2272.

During the month of June, the
Department of Colorado will conduct
its Annual Convention. Itwill Dbe
held in Fort Collins at the Holiday

Inn. More information will Dbe
forthcoming on this event. Please
plans to attend and meet your

comrades.

LARRY JOHNSON
ADJUTANT

INSTURANCE
COMPANTES

CHANGHEH

During +the Department s Mid-Year
Conference, the Department

Executive Committee voted to change
Legion insurance carriers. There
will be no loss in benefits as a
result of this change. If you have
questions, please feel free to
contact me or call the Post, leave
your name and number and I will get
in touch with vou.

Bvery Legionaire is entitled to a
free $1000.00 accidental death or
dismemberment insurance.

The District Oratorical contest was
held on February 9, 1992 at Post 38
in Security, Colorado. We had
three contestants, Shawn Winger
from Post 209, Michelle Chess from
Post 13 in Canon City and Ted
Stitti from Post 25 in Florence.

Area Contest was held at Post 203
in Pueblo with contestants Corey
Krovoch and Ted Stitti from
Florence. Ted is the area winner.

The contestants are given five

minutes for their speech on
Patriotism. If they exceed that
time limit, points are deducted.

They are then judged and given five
minutes to prepare a speech, not to
exceed three minutes, on a subject
which is given +to them at that
time. They are then judged on that
speech and scores are totaled to
determine a winner. Contestants
are not permitted to use notes or
prompts and are judged on content,
voice and delivery.

Al Cyriaque is Post Chairman of the
Oratorical contest.



Initiation of
held at the March meeting

new members will be
of the
American Legion Auxiliary,
Centennial Unit 209. The Auxiliary
ig purchasing a meat dish to be
served at the potluck dinner
preceding the meeting. Department
President Eesta Fetzer has been
invited +o attend and Mae Dillon,
District President, and her
officers have been invited to
conduct the ceremony.

March 7 is the Legion Birthday
Dinner. HWe of the Auxiliary will
present the Legion with a birthday
cake,

A nominating committee was elected

at the February meeting. This
committee congists of Barbara
Johnseon, Dot Dasserc and Florence
Spiewak. The committee will

present a slate of officers at the
March meeting, nominations will be
called for from the £floor and
electionse be held at the April
meeting.
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EXEC MEETING 7:00 PM
AMERICAL LEGION
BIRTHDAY DINNER 6:30
PM

DISTRICT SEVEN
MEETING 1:00 PM
BLDG MEETING 7:00 PM
ST PATRICKS DAY
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING 7:00 PM
POTLUCK AT 6:00 PM

EXEC MEETING 7:00 PM
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING, INITIATION
OF NEW MEMBERS,
ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS

DISTRICT CONVENTION
POST 25, FLORENCE, CO
REGISTRATION 1:00 PM
EXEC MEETING 7:00 PM
NATIONAL COMMANDER
DOMINIC D.
DiFRANCESCO VISITS
COLORADO SPRINGS
GENERAL MEMBERSHIF
MEETING 7:00 PM
POTLUCK 6:00 PM

INSTALLATION OF
OFFICERS POST HOME
6:30 PM
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