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Eavingi esc:atrred tlre 19OO's J.n one
piece, YIE as Lqionnairecr can J.ook
forward to many excit'ingi
accoqrLishments t.l.at €rre Ot RS to
produce thie f?ear. l{frat a $ay to
start the New Yean off wittr
projects ttrat wouLd me.ur everyone
coulcl do eomet-l.ing to berrefit t.lre
Post. A comon <::ruse to unl.te
evelArone in ttre Fost.

Tbe Board of Errestees is mov5.ngr
alread nitJl pl.ans to erest t.lre Fost
Eome without sel.J.ing off arry of
ttre Fogtt s property. llfrey are
activeJ.y seeking bids to det,qmiae
tlre amount of capital tlrat ri.J.J. be
neded to accorE ].istr ttre irritiaL
project. lfhat wi].]. inc].ude a
buiJ.d:ing, parking area.E , drainage
projeet and equiprnsrt to furnieh
t.tre bu:ild:i.ng. llE wouJ.d l.ihe to
trave your input of, sugEest:Lons,
ideas or sreat eqrxtty to he1p
aooorylistr tftLs proJeot. In the
meanfime we trave ottrer prqlrlms
that are ongoing ttrat !{E al."so need
your he.Ip or suggestions to
acaoqp1ish.

Coming qp in ldarch we wiJ.L h
decid:ing stto riJ.J. tread tluls Post
next year.

In nElriJ. r IfE tr5.3.L eleet tlre
indlvidua].g to ].ead thie Post Lnto
200L.

In !day, ttre of,ficers eJ.ected wiI.J.
be instal.J.d, into ttreir reslrective
positions.

lXhe end of lday wiJ.L bring j.n
Menorial- Day eenrieeg at the
Memoria]. Park Cari].].on.

'July 4tb brings Indetrrendence Day
and, tngre recnemltrarrceg of sornracleg
and days gone by,

B1r that t:i"me, ttre 2OOO ef.eetions
wi.l.l b€ in olxr i-qnd:Late future.
INE MttST study aLJ. tlre candidatee
and tlre:lr platforms. !6ke sulre WE

teJ.p Eet as many Veterans as
possibJ.e to \IIOTE-\iOIE-VO!E. Ttre
Veterans san put peopJ.e in
Congress rtro wiJ.L hel.p get baalr at
].east som€ of tlre berrefits lfE have
J.ost througFr negJ.igerrce of No![-
\IEEERANS malcLng ttreee otroioes for
I's. If you th,inh yorrr vote
doeen, t count, tlulnk agialn. If
€ilryone tbin&s tJrey wiLJ. ned
agsiEtanae in getting to the
poJ.Ls, aJ.J. t}tey nd. to do ig
contact an of,ficer of t.tre Post for
asgistan<re.
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Not muclr ners from tlre AtrriJ.iary.
As you knos *ve are meting at tlre
rrtrrstaire Bootn in ttre IIEW Fogt on
t-!re ttrird :lthureday of the monttr at
?:OO P.M. lSe sureJ.y nouJ.d J.ike Lo
s@ sone of you strow rrp. lfb eLtl.L
ned a few nembarehips to nake our
quota clo if yorr hawen't a1readl',
pJ.ease get your dr:ee in tJre mail..
Barlrara is lrol.ding ber breattr,
hoping we'Ll rnahe otlr quota.
llhoee Pagt Presiderrts ntro lrave not
patd t*rose duee nd to lFt ttrem
to Barlrara a].so.

By ttre ti@ you reeive thig
Newg1etter, the anntral Mid-Year
Conf,erence w111 h over. ArrY ners
j.terna wiJ.J. be reportd in ttre next
ieeue.
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If you were in ttre tnilitatl' or
sorked for the U. s. Government
betsen ttre dates of December 2,
1945 and EEceSer 26, 199L and
your serric:e ras honorable, you
are el.igriJrl.e f,or a Cold lfar
Reeognit;ion Certificate. Nat:i.onal.
Garard and Reeerrrists are eJ.iglbJ.e.
You may apply by sending a letter
to CoI.d War Recogrr:ition, 4035
Ridge Top Road, Ste 4OO, Fairf,ax,
\rA 22O3O, by fax at 70?-27A-6749,
or via the Internet at
co].dwan.-rny.ruil (tlre Arm!' iE
n:nning the site but t.tre
certificate is for a.I.l wlro senrd
in arry branch). You mret i.no]-ude
proof of service, suctr as DD2L4,
otr in tlre case of aivilian
serviee, ttre atrrpropriate personnel
documents. Send eopies, do not
@ as ttrey wiJ.l not be
returned.

I wiJ-J- trave a saqrle 1etter of
atr4>l.ication availab1e at ttre next
general. re.nbersh:lp neeting. Exlrect
a wait of six to eight months
delay from ttre tine t}rey recqlve
yorrr pagrerwork until. yorr get your
cerLificate.

Etre certifiaate ie fron t.tre
Departunt of Defense and aignred
by ttre Searetanl' of Deferrse. If
yorr eervd, ttren you cleEerrre ttris
asard.

Qrrestione? Call. me and l.eave a
rnessage at 596-2649r or e,'nail me
at . f'11 do
uy best to ansr*er your queet1one.
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lhe key 1ine in McRaet s rrln
E'].anders Fl.e].ds ie nlf Ye brea&.
faith wittr we who didr we shal.J.
not, el.ep t.}rougft potrtpiee glolt i.lr
E'landere Fie].ds. t To re ttris
neans tftat evesar veteran has an
obli.gati.on to lrj.s comr:adeE, l.i.ving
and dead. It is the sanne
obJ.igntion r*e lrad to ttrem wlrqr se
al.l serrrd togetJrer- But todaY'
many of the living vets and tlre
pr:bJ.ic lranre been 1ed to bel.ierre
ttrat aL1. is seLl. €mortlt ttroee
unseen veteranE g*itft dis€lti].it;les.
That is NOT SO?.

For mogt of res, after IIIWI, we had
ttre eI Bi.J.l. rluialr reant Jobs, a
clrance to reacqua:int oursef.veg to
civi1ian life, f.oans for lrores' a
shance for a better ducation, arrd
\fA Hospita.l.s to provide ctare for
ttroge wittr
d:isabi1itiee.

senrice-aonneatd
We had veterarrs

organizations to se tJrat tlroge in
ttre \fA Eospital.s reeeivd the
promisd care. If, they didn' tt
these organizat:iong r*erre abJ.e to
lrave th€ eituat:Lons reotifid.
'llhue, many vete were lulld into
t*re beJ.ief t.trat tlreir obJ.igraLion
to ottrer vets sas over. ![OT TRIIE!

Today, tbe \IA Slzstem is under ttre
most severe attach slter. 9inse
L997, its budget has kn f,J.at-
1ind under ttre Bal.ancd Budget
Agreenrsrt untiJ. 2AO2. Sj-qtIY Put'
ttrat means no incredses in
e4end1tures dss1tite art increaed
sorkl.oad and, triEher PaY rr# to
retain traind. earegtivers.



Ttris yea:R most veterang
orgrarrizaLions altree tlre present
year 2OOO budget is $J..9 biJ.I.ion
etrort of ttre \lAtg nedg. Orrer 3
bi].].ion slrort of its nds since
L977, orre:r 2.OOO eryrl,oyees mrgt be
].aid off. Also, heal.tft ctare
workerg wtp can get tretter pay j.n
lron-E ovarnrent heal.th clar€ jobs
si1l. Leave volurrtarily.

All. of ttrig addlr qp to ttre
foJ.J.owing:

Insufficj.ent funds for ttre
exgrectd, Eepatitis rrCtt c,ases ttrat
ar6 deveJ.oping into epidaic
proport:ions amongf ttre Vietnam
Vete. lhege are the srcrna vets wtro
waitd over 10 yearrs before rcgt
of tJre-ir agertt Orange oJ.aims rete
finall.y recognrized. Yet onl.y
reeentJ.y stor&a new c€rrrcers and the
Slrina-Bifida cases trave been
reaogrr-lzed as trerbioide re1atd.

Catrges of ttre GuJ.f War Symdrme
lrave yet to be deterrnlned and
t*rese veterans nd, help. ttrose
ekeptics that eLl11. refuee to
bef.ieve ttre Gulf lNar Veterans hanre
a rea]. i].].negg slrou.I.d meet sit*r
ttrege vicbi-mg.

ldany frm al.l srarsl suffer frm
soIrxs tlpe of PTSD. (I knor a
veteranr from t$$]ff sho sti1f.
soreams eveaT? night.l

Older veterane ean, t get to and
from ttre outpabierrt cl.inics or
hostrritals becauee marry oannot
manage by t.tremseJ.ves or <;an no
J.onger &ive. llhey rel.y on faqrily
or others to &ive them and wa:it
fog ttrem, olr if tl€I' cta,n afford
it, get ottrer providers.

:['he periods betreen visits to care
provS.dere trarre b@n extended and
the wa:lbi.ng period rben tlre

veteran arrives has been
lengtfrened. Soreveg fen eoryrla:in
about ttre eernieeg they reeeive
after ttrey final.I.y get tJten. OnJ.y
50 of the S'OOO vete <rJ.ainingl
radialirrn exlrosur€ have ft@n
grantd benefito.

$fg biJ.J.ion nas sret fron a Prior
budget to prevent tlre \te judg:ing'
and perlraps treating I a. f,ew of,
ttrose c].aime (about 5'OOO, ttrat
smoking addition began wittr
cigarette sationg.

lXtrere are inadeguate frrnds for the
t/9 of tJre lroreJ.esg poPuJ.ation
ttrat are Veterarrs.

Shrlavention: ttle abiJ.itY of ttre
Stooial. gecur:ity eysten to make
t.treir ugual. trnynents to ttre \IA'
ratlrer thart into th€ genera1
funds, sti.J.l. faces a l.qisJ.ative
roadb].oek.

It is diffic;ult to find
Congressmen or Senatorg, f,ew of,
wtro lrave ever ge:nred in tlre Arred
Forces, rrlro underetand what vets
are tal.king or rriting about rtren
we brirrg tJrese matters qp. lltpy
trave no concept of ttre \IA
hoepital.s as p1acee of tronor for
Veterans. Nor do ttrey r€<:oglrjiue
that the VA is the fal.lback sYsten
strouJ.d tlrere h a major war. StreY
dont t undecstand tttat Veterant s
diseases and sourrds are vastlY
<llfferent tlte,t t.tt€ treatmentg
civiJ.ian hospital.s are ab1e to
provide. ![hen guestioned' t]tey
l.an:netr into eet ptrrases prof,essirlgt
tlrey are alsays gtaunch stqrlrorters
and they st:il.l. consi&r Your
trroeilion when i.t eomes Line to
vote. Btrt t.trey dontt vote for
veterarrg beeause they do not see a
veteran vobing bto* theY
reoognlze otlrer bLoce. Eowevert
eanfr of t*tese bf"oeks the



leg"isl,ators sufiport rqrresent
rat.lrer narrorr seJ'f,-interest grolrtrs
of littl.e va].ue to ttre entire

T{hen is t*le la.st tire yorr heard
I{a,ehlngton televieion or radio
pund:its taJ.k about veterans'
iger.reg? .Wtren is tJre l.ast tine you
sar a major editorial. in a
magazi.ne tal.k about ttre above
igsueg? Veterans have become an
j.nvigiJele part of, our aocietl' and,
as suelr, lrave J.ost status, arrd
t-trus tlre care they rerit for t.treir
sarrrise.

I sug:gest aJ.I. veterang, wtlenever
they go to tlre vot:ing lloottr or
hal.p J.ocal. r-eplr66€Nrtat..:lves nrn f,or
any e1ecti.ve offi.ce, wear a
veteranrs sapr a 3.apeJ. pin, ttreir
ruptured duck, a t-ehirt or
anyth"ing ttrey poss€scr tlrat J.abel.s
ttrem as a veteran. E'trrttrer,
strouaes of veterans slrou1d
].ikewise renind otlrerg of ttrig
nation's olrJ.igatione to our
veterang.

Veterane ltav€ and gtrould not b
degerted now! In parlicuJ.ar tlrey
should not be deserted by ttre*lr
fal.J.os vete rho manag'ed to ltet on
wittr t.treir J.irres wit-trout join:ing a
veterans organization and ttre nee<l
to fal,]. baak on ttre \tA for
serni.ces ancl heJ.p that otJrer Vets
nd arrd deserne!
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![embersh:Lp ig nos at 251. Elenen
more rould grive ua 85t. 5? &r>tre
nouJ.d give us lOOt.

Erqransion is st;iJ.J. going on at tbe
Outgrallent ClinJ.e (fomerly ealJ.ed
t.}re Satel.J.i.te Cl.inic). fhey trava
reaclrd a paLient l.oad of 5, OOO
al.ready.

Eospita1ized Veterang Day Sal.ute
wil.J. be Februar1l L4, 1:OO to 3:O0
PM.

_ Pontt WrrlC llntllThe &GrsC Hlnrr@]..

Ile-ngw ErrrMenrlrerslrEnr roISA\s

"fo preserve the memories and lncidents af otr asscaiath,tts i:t lhe Qreat Wars."

TelI Your Stcrv
Enroll in the Veterans
Media Databank oraline
at <rilww.legion.org>.
Make Voursei'i' avnilnhle
to Journalists seeking n

,Effi

veterans voice,


