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NEWSLETTER - JANUARY 2AO4

Happv !5ew Yead
Best Wishes to You & Yours' for 2004. May
Good Health and Fortune be yours.

Leeionnaire Francis M. Redinston

Lgionnaire Francis M. Redington
passed to the Post Everlasting
December 15,2m3. Services with
military honors were held December
19, 2m3 at the Shrine of
Remembrance, in Colorado Springs
followed by interment at Fort Logan
National Cemeteryo Denver,
Colorado.
Legionnaire Redington served Post
2{D as Post Commander for the yearst
1999-2{n0 and 2{XX}-2fi}1 as well as in
many other capacities feithfully for
many otheryears.
He was a true legionnaire in Post 2(D
andwill be greatly miss€d"

Membership Meetings
The Docember 18, 2003 rqgular Gen€ral
Mernbership meeting was cancelled in observance
and out of respwt for ths passing of Past
Commander Redington.
Members of Post 209 en start offthis year of 2004
by atteirding the Gene,ral Membership meeting
January 15,2W4. Chcck for timc and placc in this
newsletter.
These meetings are for the beneftt of members and
to conduct essential Post 209 business. They canbe
lively and interesting withthe exchange of ideas
and passions. Our Constitrtion and Bylaws
requires that l0% ofmembors in good standing be
presedto constitute aquonrm for anofficial
meeting.
Every Post 209 legionnaire is irryortant and is
needed forthese meetings to be successful. Please

contact the Post Commander, or a member of the
Executive Commitree, and letus know what it
would take for you to atf€nd our regular Post 209
membership meetings.

Call the office and leave a message (719) 599'8624
or write a lstter/note and send itto the office.

Membership
Current s&nrs of Post 209 membership will be
given later by Adjutad, Ann Fostsr, in this
newslstter. However, I encourage wery menrber

who has not renewed for 2004 to do so by the end

ofJanuary.
It would be a rel accomplishment to reach the goal

of 285 menrbers by then that was set by our
Deparbnent.
Personallg as Post 209 Commander, I would like
for Post 209 ta exceedl 15% of the membership
goal set. Try b recruit a new member soon.

Contact the office if you need The American
Iegion Membership Application forms

Reaching Out to Members
The monthly newsletter currently is the primary
means your Executive Comminee hasto siayin
touch with members.
E-mail is anottrer waythat is proposedto augmeirt
the newsleftsr. We would like to use e-mail to
rach as many members as possible. Forthis effort
of rcaching out to mcmbcrs to bc zucccssful it is
necessarythat members & others provide their e-

mail address to the Post 209 office.
Menrbers and others that would like to help in this
effort send abrief e-mail messageto
al2O9r,fripeisys.nei to include your narne and e-mail.
Please do it nrrw.

Update on Lot DevelopmentlSale,
Decisions regarding the lot are on hold. This due to
not having a quonrm of members at the Ge,neral

Membership meetings. Twenry-nine members are

needeq based on a membership of 285, to have a
quorum atthe General Membership meetings.
Members should make the effort to afiend these
meetings.

Nominating Committee
Needthr€e legionnaire membersto serve onths
Nominating Committee. Please coutact Post

Comrnander 7si*ogel should you liketo serve on
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this committee before January 8s. C,all (719) 599-
8624.
The committee will have the responsibihty to
nominate candidates for officer positions for Post
209's kgion year 2004-2005. Candidates' natnes

will bepublished inthe March 2004 newsletter.

Election of New Post Officers
Elestion of Post officers is scheduled for April
2004. Term of office is from May 2004 tbroqh
April 2005. @er Article Itr of Post 209's Bylaws).

Notifications
The deth or passing of a member is uzually a sad

event for falnilies. One way to lessen the strain is
to make a plan for what ftmily members should do,

and whomthey should notiry.
When making your notification list please include
American Logion Post 209 on it.
Your Post Service Officer and Adutant are
excellent referral sources of information whe,n

provided timely notificationthd amember has

died/passed. Notification is as simple as callingthe
office (719) 599-8624 ndleaving a message that
includes the name of the mernber who diedlpasseq
andthe name andtelephone number ofthe person

who called.

Fund Raisine
Fund raising is a necessity of life for mosl any non
profrt organization. This is no surprise for anyone
who has been around very long.
Your Post 209 continues to need a member or
members to be part of our fund raising efforts. New
and innovative ideas on howto raise funds are
invited.
Are you imerested? Please contast one ofthe Vice-
Comrnanden to take part inthis essential effort.
Everyone's onthusiastic support is needed for firnd
raising to be a frue succcs.

Christmas Partv/Office Open House
The Christnas Party '?ot LucK'.Open House for
Post 209 was bsld December lz^in Post 209's
office as publicizod. Forthose that anended it was

a good time to relax in the spirit of the holidays.
Tha*sto all who werethere

Auxiliary Unit
Post 209 would liketo have an active Auxiliary
Unitto bs part ofthe Posr's aCIivities. Should a
spouse of a legionnaire like to be part of what we

do plase contacl one ofths Auxilia^ry Unit Officers
listed later inthis newslefter.

Sons of The Ameriean Legion
Members ofthe Sons of The American Legion can

be an integral part of a Post activities. Meinboship
is opentothose who are sons of Lqion noembers.

Comact the offtce for additional information should
you know of a person who is eligible for
membership ofthe Sons of The American lrgion-

Finance Ofricer (This Position is Open)
Financi'al information is rcportcd af Exccutivc
Committee and General rnembership meetings. It is
also available for review inthe office.
Mythanks to Legionnaire Gideon Diamon for
posting financial datato the 

*Quick Books"
program and printing the financial stafomeuts.

Abwe comntcnts by Chucft Zeitvogel'
Commanfur

Chaplain Comments-Howard Hornick
Report ill or sick.Alone
Members that passed: Legionnaire Ftancis
Redington,Dec 15,2003

A Refuction

A Grry Who Wanted To Live
a\Uhen you lose a friend you have an

overpowering desire to go back home and yell in
everybody's ear,
'This guy was killed frghting for you. I)onot

forget him-even Keep him in your mind when
you wake up in the morning and when you go to
bed at night. Don't think of him as the statistic
which changes 38'788 casualties to 38'789.
Think of him as a guy who wanted to live everl/
bit as much as you do.

*Dontt tet him be just one of tOur Brave Boys'
from the old home town, to whom a marble
monument is erected in the ci$ parb and a
cMc-minded lady calls the newspaper ten years
Iater and wants to know why that 'unsightly
stone'isn't removed.'

By Sergeart Bill Mauldin

from his book -UpFrant1945



Adiutant Comments -Ann Foster

The recent passing of Past Commander Francis
Reding[on points up the need to pre-plan for your
own needs in this area. One of the best gifls you

can give your frmily is to insure all of your military
and other importantpapsrs are filsd away, but
available to your zurviving frrnily members.

If you need to file for a VA claim and have put it
ofr don't!! IMaybe you think you dont need it.
Howevsr, you need to think about the surviving
members ofyourfrmily. They may nesdthe extf,a

compensationthat might come tothem uponyour
passtng.
Social Socurity and the Survivor's Benefit Plan
income is not enough. Soms may say my lifo
insurancs will take care of that. For some that may
be close to accurafe, but for others it may only pay

the funeral costs.
You can actually purchase a prepaid funeral plan
andby making the decisions thaf would:rccompany
tha! you can s:Lve your frmily a lot ofheartache
when you pass.

Contrary to popular belief by some, the military
does nottake cale of everything. But, they will do
quite a lot. They can work in concert with the
funeral home, if military honors are desired. They
will mostdefinitelyhelp the zurviving spouseto file
for benefits as appropriate. trfthe zurviving spouse

has a military ID car4 a new one will need to be
issued.

This is a good time for me to romind those of you
who have not sent in a copy of your DD Forrr 214

or discharge showiag your service dates,

stc., to pleaso do so now! In Francis's case his

cqpy on file here inthe office was the only oneto
go by for making sure all of his ribbons were put on

his uniform for burial. Additionally, e:tra copies

were madetlat were used in filing forhis benefits
claims.
Please know that I am available to discuss this topic
with you and/or your frmily members at any time.
I workedin Casualty Services during mytime inthe
Air Force, so I know how important this is for your

zurviving family mernbers. I would be honoredto
be of any assistancetothose who may deske it.
Just call the Post, phone (719) 599-8624,Iave a
message with yourruune, phone number, andwhen
would bethe besttimeto call you back

As ofthis $niting we have 245 menrbers forthe
l.egion yerrr 20A4. This is bstterthan 85olo of our
goal. We are only 12 away from 90 %. Many
thanlc tothose listedbelowwho have re,newed or
transferred in since tho last nowsletter.

ErnestBrosm
Earl Burrell
I{aim Calderon
Robert Crisp
DaleDeniston

IlaroldHolmes
Theodore Kilnreyer
Herminio N{aldonado
HermanMeinert
DanielMestas

CurtisPayne
JackRobrts flran$er)
Russell Stott Clran$er)
C5nstal lVeller (transer)
Robert Wherley (New)

Serwice Officer Comments-Tom Morant
Number of calls received for assistance: None

Other Items of Interest

Location for Membenhip Meetings
Members who have ideas ofwhere to hold General
Menrbership meetings that migh atract b€trer
atteirdance areurged to codact the Adjutant Ann
Foster. Call (719) 599'8624

Board of Trusttes & Executive Committee
Meetings for Jannarv Change
The Board of Trustees and Executive Commitee
Meetings for January 20A4 are changed from
meeting January l" to January 8*.

MidYear Conference
The Annual Mid-Year Conferenco forThe
American Legion D€,paxmsf.of Colorado will be

held from Friday, January 23* ts Sunday Jaruary
25tu,2A04 in Grand Jrmction. All legionnaires are

invited. Look in the January 20M Observ€r for
dstails.



.6TEN FOR TOII{' CAMPAIGN'
"As Colorado continus to Proudly Present Tom
Bock forNational Commander, we need your
support. T\e Tenfor Toneprogmnis undenray.
Theoretically, if every member in the Colorado
American Legion donated $10.00 to the calnpaig!,
we would have allwe needto firndnecessary
campaign CIryensos and events. The November
iszue of your Observer had a fuIl page spread on
Tom's campaign.i' Quoted fromthe December
2AA3, Colorado Legionnaire Bu[etin.
Questions regarding funding for the Tenfor Tom
program may be directed to Ralph Bozellia at (303)

589-3170 (days) or (303) 776489A (wenings).

Skills Bank
A Skills Bank is being maintained in the office.
Anyone who needs assistance with awork related
skill may contactthe officeto access the Skills
Bank for the narnes and phone numbers of
legionnaires who bavetheir natnes and skils listed
inthe Skills Elank".
A few examples of skills listed are - accounting
carpentry, computers, elecfrical worlq painting,
sheet rocking and to<turing.
Contast Post Commander Chuck Zeitvogel should
you like to have your narne and skilUprofession
inpu[tothe Skills Bank

American Legion Cataloe
The Amsrican Legion Emblem Sales Catalogue is

available in the office for members to look through
andto order items. Callthe office (719) 599-8624
to make an appointnent to look through the
catalogue.

BIue & Gold Star Bannen
Blue & Gold Starbarmersi are available for sale in
the office. The bamers arc a way to recognize
families whobave members serving inthe military.
Call the offico for inforrrationto obtain one of
these banners.

Field / Bush Mower For SaIe
Post 209's Field & Bush Mower is for sale.

Cost was approximately $1,800 new.
Chwk it out and make an offer. Call tle office
at(719) 599'8624, if intenested and the
Adjutant will help arange an appointment for
you to see it.

Van forthe Handicanped
A call was received fromthe University of
Colorado, Colorado Springs (UCCS) hofessor Jeff
Rodgers requesting assistance in locating avanto
tansport handicapped persons. Pla"se contact
Professor Rodgers at (7L9) 641-1005 should you
know of someone who may have access to a van

that might be used for transporting handicap@
pe$ions about UCCS. Your help in this will be

appreciated.

Cancer
A lefter rece,lrtly received fromtheNational
Foundation for Cancer Research stafed:

"Cancer posos a gt€at riskto us all.
'Tn ft€t, ifyou are awoma& you have a I in 3
chance of developing surcer.
"If you are ama& your chances are even worse;
youhave alin2chance.
'You maybe ableto loweryour chances of
developing caxrcer. Eat healthy food. Exercise.

Ilave regularmedical examinations. And ifyou
smoke...quit. Even so ... your chances ofbeing
diagoosed with cancer is still very high .-- and the

odds increase as you get older."

These ane pretty sobering commeds' An4 are

rstated here to urge meurbers to take care ofthem
sclvcs h€lth wisc. It may bc prudcnt for msmbsrs

to check with healthcare professionals for dstailed
information conccrning @nccr prcvcntion and

treafinent.

Sons of the American Legion
A Sons of The American Legion Squadron for Post

209 is not active ai this time.
Eligibility requirements to be a member ofthe Sons

ofThe American Legion are as follows: A11 rnale

descendants, adopted sons and st€psons of mEmben

of The American Legon, and such male

descendants of vet€rans who died in service during

the specified periods of conflict for merrbership in
The American Legionorwho died subsequedto
their honorable discharge from such service, sball
bc cligiblc formcrnbcmhip inthc Sons ofThc
American Iegion. Codact legionnaire Larry
Johnson at (719) 62243M or leave a message al
the Post 209's phone (719) 599-8624 shouldyou
leam of some one who mests these etigibility
requirements.
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Follow-up to try and get our Sons of The American
Legion Squadron ractivated for Post 209 will bo

attempted.

Cub Pack 24
CuU pact 24 is sponsored by Post 209. The Pack

continues to be active. They are looking forwadto
doing ftn activities in 2004.

Nominate a member vou know to Sene Post 209 in Ieion Year 2004-2005

Positions Onen for Nominations:
Commander ElectedPosition
SeniorVice Comnander
Junior Vice Commander
Adjutant
Finance Officer
Sergoantd Arms
Chaplain
Historian

Iudge Advocate
Service Officer

ElectedPosition
Elected Position
ElectedPosition
Elected Position
ElectedPosition
Elected Position
Elected Position

Appointedby Comnander
Appointedby Comnander

Post Executive Committeeman Elected Position

Sendyour nominations to Post 209's office or ell the office Qlg) 599-8e2 and leave a mesMge.

Post 2(D Executive Committee
Cooornaadgr ChuckZeitvogel
SeniorVice. Cmmander GregAndries
JrmiorVice. Commander BillN{arsihall
Adjutant ArnFosler
FinanceOfficer PositionOPen
Historian W.W. Bandter

SergeantatArms RobertRYdell
Chaplain HowmdHomik
PostExecutiveCornmitteemm NelThomas
JudgeAdvocate IarrYJohnson
ServiceOfficer TomMorant
PastCommands

Board of Trustees
NealThomas Cbairnan(2Yr)
Alton Cyriaqrr Secretary (tyr)
PositiorOpen FinmceOfficer
ChuckZeitvogel Commander
IarryJohnson Membo(2Yr)
Vacmt Memba(lYr)
AnnFoster Member(3f)

planning &Budget . .. * .chuck Zeitvogel

Membship
Program/S;;ial Activities ...'...'...Bill l!f,arshall

americanism/Youth/Scouting$r.SoTcllv1arksnnanship ........Yacant

Boys State & Omtoricat ....'.'.......Bill lv1rshall
Legislative &Nationat Sscurity ..Neal Thomas

VasmAtrairs .....IomMorant
(Club) I.and Use, Care & Developm.ent ............Cneg Andries

constitution&Bylaws . .ffi.................Nea1rhomas
Property Inventory:

..offi&
-Storage Unit .....Iarry Jobnson

nrnritiai Llaison ..Chuck Zeitvogel

Sons of iheAmerican l,qion .....I^arry Johnson

531{546
63G3346
495-0088
47t-3v25
495{088
392-1510
570{843
63G3345

392-1510

599-8624.
62243//.
s314546
6224344



Post 209 Normal Meetine Times
Board of Tmstees at 6:30 P.&. 1o Thrn of
Month
Executive Committee at7:ffi p.m., loThtn. of
Month following the Board of Tnrstes Meting

Above meetings als at Post 209's officer 4291

Austin Blds Plwy., Suite 104.n (IS

General Membership Meetines
3d Thur. of Month, Lomtion: VFW Post zt05l

at 430 East Pikes Peak Ave., CIS.

Meetings in the upper level start aI7:00 P.M.

Presidelrt Dot Dassero

Sec. Treasurer Barbara Johnson

Cbaplain Vacant
Sgl. atArms RuthHornick

No Comments govided for this
Newslefter

Post 20gCalendar of Comine Events
Jan 1-NewYear'sDay
Jan 8 - Board of Tru$ees Mtg.
Jan 8 - Executive Commitlee Mtg.
Jan 16 - Article for Feb Newslett€r due

Jan 15 - General MembershlP Mtg.
Jan 30 - Nflail Feb Nevsletler
Feb 5 - Board of Trustees Meeting
Feb 5 - E:recutive Conmitteelvleeting
Feb 13 - Articles for Nfarch Newsletter due

Feb 19 - Geneml MembenhiP lf{eedng
Feb 27 - N{ail lvlachNeuisletter

ArticledCornments for pqblication in Po$ 209'sNewsletter re due by the 2dftiday of the monthto be inthe nent

month's newslefier.
Send yonr atioledcomments to the Post's Office: Atteirtion Post Conrnander. Questions? C2ll(719) 59-8624-
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