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Happy New Year Legionnaires:

We are starting the New Year on a very high note. For the first
time since I became a member of this Post, W€ have surpassed
our membership goal before Christmas. Congratulations, that
is a monumental milestone to be justifiably proud of.

As we embark upon this new year with full knowledge of our recent
success, do nol become complacent. We need an aIl-time high
membership now more than ever. 0ver the past year, w€.have. sgel
our Space Program go up in smoke, our International image shrink
diplomatically, our political powers maligned and in general,
a Loss of credibility around the world. We are for the first
time a debtor nation and suffering an economic decline. In spite
of aII of these shortcomings, w€ still have the greatest nation
on earth.

We must maintain our strength to convince our incoming Congress
of todays Veterans interests and needs. Today, aging Veterans
in need of medical care are growing in numbers, not only must
medj-caI care be fulIy funded but construction of replacement
faciiities must proceed. The American Legion Agenda must be
to protect Veterans Programs and assure adequate National security.
Thi; can only be assured if we address our lawmakers in Washington
from a point of strength in numbers.

There will be many new faces in both the House and Senate when
the l00th Congress convenes in January. Now is the time to convince
them that we expect to see campaign promises kept. Last year
we did fairty well retaining Veterans benefits, but keep in mind
it was an election year, Nuff said.

At the end of last year we were getting a new group of legionnaires
attending the monthly meetings. I hope this trend continues
throughout the coming year. Our next post meeting is scheduled
15 January L987,7 PM at the Rustic Hills Conmunity Room.

On ]t December, L986, George Wood, Post Adjudant underwent open
heart,/bvpass surqerv. He is still in the hospital in Denver.
on Satutbay, 27 dec'ernber, L986, June and I weht to see woodie
on his birthday. He is recovering well following additional
surgery to clear up an infection. Barring any further complications,
he should be home in about two weeks. If you happen to be in
Denver, he can have visitors. He is at University Center Hospital,
Room 5104. Guess what he was doing when I went up to see him

writing the Newsletter.



We are getting good crowds at our weekly Bingo -on Tuesday lights
we are in dir6 need of Bingo workers to accomodate these Bingo
players. Recently Bingo Chairman, Dave Thomas, sent out a

iu.Stionnaire requesting responses from each member. As of this
date, only a few-have been returned. I have taken the liberty
of enclosing a copy of this questionnaj-re in the Bul1etin.
Please compiete the questionnaire and bring it with you to the
next meeting, 15 January, L987, THURSDAY EVENING, T:00 P.M.,
SHARP in the Rustic Hills MalI Community Room. See you at the
meeting.

LIFE PLAN INCREASES BENEFITS DURING 1987

Indianapolis (ALNS) - A I5 percent "across-the-board" increase
in deatir benefits paid in f-ggZ has been approved fol the American
Legion Life Insuraice PIan, Jerome P. Dobel , Jx. , Chairman of
the Legions Life Insurance and Trust Committee, has announced.

Chairman Dobel pointed out the approval of the added benefits
by the Legion's National fxecutive Comnittee marks the ISth time

"ince the inception of. the Life Insurance PIan in 1958 that an
increase in the annual amount of protection offered by the Program
has been granted. The increase in benefits comes at no increase
in premium.

A1so, €ffective January l, I987, the Present maximum coverage
of L2 units will be increased to fourteen ( 14 ) units ' A .unit
of life insurance is the amount of coverage available according
to the appllcant's age.

The basic insurance rates remain unchanged from those introduced
at the Planrs inception in 1958.

Any Legionnaire deslring additional information or SPpfications
ife insuiance, contact poit Adjutant George Wood"at 574-
anytime.

VETS PROGRAMS SCORE GAINS AGAINST GROWING DEMANDS F'OR FEDERAL
SPENDING CUTS

Washington (ALNS) - With the recently adjourned ?9t! Congress
tackling issues rangirrg from fiscal problems to immigration
reform, victories for Veterans were not insignificant, especially
considering the Budgetary constraints mandated by the Gramm-
Rudman-Hollings deficit ieduction package. Efforts by the American
Legion were iistrumental in exempting programs for. Veterans from
automatic cuts called for by the Budget Savings Act.

NOTT]:
for I
0339,

onDander



Veterans and dependents who receive pensions and disability.
.o*p""="tion pi!*L"t" from the Veterans Administration received
a f . S percent" i-ncrease beginning December 1. The omnibus Veterans
Health Care Bill also inciudes lrovisions to expand rnedical care
[o former prisoners of war and exempts- more plggr?T: from
mandatory Gramm-Rudnan Budget.cuts. Chronically ill Veterans
*.y roo, 'b" provided with r6spite. c3Te by. the- VA, and Veterans
who were exposed to ionizing radiation will be entered into a

National RegistrY.

VET CENTERS RETAINED

The vA Readjustment counseling Program for vietnam Veterans
(Vet Center!) has been extend6d foi one year.in its present form'
irri= provision prohibits the vA from integrating most Vet Centers
into Lraditional VA medical facilities next year.

The VA wiII also take a close look at the increasing number of
defaults on va:guaranteed hone loans and try to cgme up with

"iy= to help pr6vent Veterans fron buying homes they cannot
afford.

In April, President Reagan signed legislation which radically
chanies the way the VA deliveis care to Veterans in its medical
facilities. ttoir-service connected disabled Veterans will have
i; ptou" that they are Poor enough to receive VA health care'
if,.- iegislation aiso aliows the va to be reimbursed from a veterans
Hea1th Insurance Company. The American Legion stood alone anong
the veteranrs groups in*opposing these changes -"ttg.have vowed
to monitor the-impiementalion oi these new guide lines to make

sure Veterans receive the care they deserve '

On the positive side, Legislation calling for the judicial review
of V.A.-c1aim decisions iailed during the last Congress' The

iegion has long maintained that the turrent system of clains
iajuaication i; fair and non adversarial for Veterans seeking
assistance. However, the Legion recognizes that this matter
will come up again in the next session of congress.

VA HOME LOAN PROGRAM

Twice during 1986, the VA Horne Loan Program faced fiscal crisis
which threatened io shut down the whole prograln.. In March and
igain in Ma!r President Reagan approved fegislation which expanded
the VArs lending authority fo ali-ow the Program to continue'

JOB BOOST CONTINUED

AIso in economics news, the Targeted Job Tax Credit which provides
tax incentives to employers for'hiring Veterans was reauthorized'
a measure to extend ln"- placenent of Vietnarn-Era and handicapped
Veteranrs in the Federal-work place was approved, ang Legislation
;;;-passeA wfrictr prohibits hiring discrirnination against National
Cuard members and members of the Reserve



NEW CONGRESS IN JA}IUARY

A new and vastly altered Congress will convene in January with Denocrats
holdlng majorltles in each house of the Natlonal tegislature. The ArnerLcan
Legionr s Natlonal- Leglslatlve Comisslon wil-l keep alert to future posslbJ-e
changes ln Vet.erants programs as the 100th Congress convenes in January.

The area of heaLth care for aglng veterans, sDr, generaL defense and
Veteranrs economics progr:rms wLl-1 be of prlmary interest. as Cornmlttee
Chalrnan change ln the Denocrat,ic controlled Senatse.

186 CoNyEMTON URGES pOI{/MrA SOLUTTON

Durlng the 1986 National Convention in Clncinnatl, delegates expressed
the Amerlcan Leglonrs deep and contlnulng concern on the POW/MIA lssue.
These Legionnalres were concerned that 33 years after the Korean Truce
more than 8'000 Americans are still mlssing and L3 years after the Parls
Peace Treaty more than 2r4OO Americans are st1ll unaccount.ed for ln
Southeast, Asla.

Through their unanlmous approval of four resol-utlons, the Delegates expressed
Ehe Leglonts totaL conrmltment to a speedy and complete solutLon to the
POW/MIA problen.

NOTE: At each general membership meetlng, there are Tt{O (2) pl-aces
ilserved for poW/MIA/s. Please he]-p us pi."erve the BErTers and display
them until the fate of all POW/MIAIs are known.

AIIXILIARY CORNER

Wtshing each of you, your spouse and family a very healthy and prosperous
L987. I am thankful to God that through the many illnesses ln 1986, we
are al-l yet ln the l-and of the llving. I am hopeful we w111 have another
great year in the American Legion Auxil-iary. I thank each one of you for
maklng that posslbl-e. ,F

Our regularl-y schedul-,ed deetlng le January L5th, Thursday, at 7to0 P.M.1
at the Rustlc tllLl-s Ma11.. I an requestlng reports from the officers on
1986 business. If you have not turned ln your poems and prayers to
chapLain Flossl-e Reese, brlng them to the meetlng or mal-I- to p.o. Box
L546L, Col-orado'Sprlngs, CO 80935. Letrs contlnue to fulfill our
cornm,itments to the Arnerl_can LegLon and the Aux.il_iary and set goals for the
nerr year. Poppies must be ordered, cookies must be baked for the Vet.erans
hospltals and nursing homes. I{e have much to do and a good reason
for dolng it. We recelved the Thunderblrd award for fLrst place membershlp
by November l-1, 1986. Congratulations, Ladles! !

I am reguestlng your prayers for G1m Reese, Flossiers husband who Ls
in and out of the hospital rtlth heart attacks, Also, George Wood, Conniets
husband' who ls stlll- in the hospl-tal lrith a serles of operations. Let
us bind our heart,s together in love and al-1 pu1]- f or the same goals.

See you at the meetlng ln January, bring a nerf, member wlth you! !

June Thomas
Presldent

A Unit, Under God, Fulfill-ing a Comltment!
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lov Leglonnalres

As you cdn vrel I lnaglne, ve of Centennlal Post 2O9, cont-lnue
to need your support ln lne 'oporat lon of Post BINGO gana. BIngo
/s hotd on fues'day nlghts at 7PN at tha Retlred Enllsted
/ssoc Iat lon at 834 EnorY Clrcla.

Ite al I knov that.vorklng BINGO /s no funi hovevdr, no on-e has
suggested a batter ttay to create a fund vlth trhlch nd can bulld our
p;-si hone. Oui BINGO'gano has' lndoed provlded us a start on that
fund. yo are not asklng you to do'nate ever Tuesday nlght of the
nont h 1 but, t f you could donate one, tvo, or .even -nore t Yo cOul d
set up a s-ohodu-le that vllt al lon us to provlde tlne off for
thosa vho have been vorklng every voek.

If your are abla to donate your t lne, pleas-e lndlcate by narklng
the approprlato boxes, belov, tDoso araas and tlnos you can halp us.

( your nane )

I can vorks (.etease nar| as nanY
as you poaslbly oan)

O one nlght a nonth

O F lrst Tuesday

O Seoond Tuesday

O Thlrd Tuosday

O Fourth Tuesday

O Flfth Tuesday

I prefer to vorkt

Hard Cards
( tvo persons needed )

Sel I lng Speolal s
(threo - four

persons noeded )

Cashler (tvo
persons needed )

Jar Raffles (three
persons .needad )

Cal ler (tvo
peraons needed )

o

o
O

O
O I Cannot vork Blngo

After oonplotlng the guest lonnalre, return It to ne at the
addrass belov. (or telephone fiot or brlng lt to.blngo -
vh l6hever /s nore conv Ient ).

Respeot?ul I y yours,

DAVID H. THOMAS
Ganos l{anager
31 2 Rose Dr I ve
Sacurlty, Colorado 8O9l I
TEL 392-1036




