
Centennial Post 209

4291 Austin Bluffs Pkwy Ste 104
Colorado Springs, CO 80918-29A0
(7re) s99-8624

DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Odober 20, 1997

Post 209 Legionnaires, Auxiliary, and SAL

Centennial Post 209

Verification of fVlembership Eligibility, Early Bird Dinner Information,
and Retiree Information on Proposed Dental Plan and New Allot-
ment Poliev

In order to provide you with the above information before the next edition of the
Newsletter, we have elected to do this extra mailing. we hope that you find
parts of it beneficial, if not all of it. Please use what applies to you and disregard
vyhat does not. Thank you for your attention.

Membership in The American Legion is extended to any person who was a
member of the Army, Navy, Marine corps, coast Guard, or Air Force of the
united states and assigned to active duty at sometime during any of the
fof fowing periods: April 6, 1917 to November 11, 1g1B; December T, 1941 to
December 31, 1946; June 25, 1950 to January 31,1955; December 22, 1961 ta
May 7,1975; August 24, 1982 to July 31, 1984; December 20, 1989 to January
31, 1990, and August 2, 1990 to Cessation of hostilities as determined by the
United States Government. we have no doubt about our rnembers being
eligible, but we now find ourselves in the position of needing to have proof of
that for an upcoming IRS audit of our Bingo operation.

The IRS says 75% of the members must be eligible, because we are
chartered by Congress. The best way to prove that is to have A COPY of your
Discharge Form in our file folder for you. This form is more recently called DD
Form 214, butearlier veterans will have one with a different number. As long as
it is the form that shows your period of service, it will be the right one. Some of
you have provided that to us, but a good many have not. We will take the blame
for not asking for it sooner, but we do need to ask you for it now. Please hetp us
to accomplish this as soon as possible, so that we rnay be able to prove our
membership status for the lRS.

lf you need help in making a copy or obtaining a copy, please advise us
and we will assist in any way we can. As a practical matter it is a good idea to
have a copy of this form somewhere outside your hone in the event of damage
that could occur to your copy at home.



EARLY BIRD DINNER
AND INITIATION

l NOVEMBER 1997

WESTERN S\ZZL\NG (CORNER OF
HTGHWAY 24 AND 8TH STREET)

THE POST WILL PAY FOR THE SALAD BAR WHICH
CONSISTS OF THE MENU LISTED BELOW FOR ALL
MEMBERS OF THE POST AND AUXILIARY WHO
HAVE RENEWED OR JOINED BY 31 OCTOBER
1 997.

THE COST FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT RENEWED
OR JOINED THE POSTIAUXILIARY IS 8.OO

MENU: FRIED AND BAKED CHICKEN, FRIED AND
BAKED FISH, BBQ RIBS, RICE, POTATOES, SAIAD BAR,
AND DESSERT BAR COFFEE, SODAS, AND TEA.

ALL YOU NEED TO DO IS COME TO THE WESTERN
SITZILIN AND SHOW YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD FOR
1 998.

PLEASE BE THERE BY 6:30 P.M...

INITIATION OF NEW MEMBERS WILL FOLLOW THE DINNER

COME ON OUT AND HAVE SOME FUN



RETIREE DENTAL PLAN ON HOLD

MS.Iitery retirees and
€ani].ies are on ].ine to seeeive
].ow cost denta]. insusance. Blre
insurance was setredtrled to start
as ear1y a,s october L wlren tlre
retiree dental. P1an wouJ.d begin
offering retirees r sttouses and
dependent ctril.dren coverage- It
ma.y be efter tJre f,irst of, t.tre year
before the pJ.an is effective-
A1so, Bo cost lrag been deter:nined
and tlrat seems to be the cause of,
ttre del.ay.

ifhe 7.997 Defense Authoriza-
tion Act directed DoD to estaJclish
the progren and lrawe it oPerating
by October 1. It ePPears now tlrat
tlre proltra'rr is deJ.ayed because of
Congressiona1 concerns over DoD'g
intent to trave a singJ.e na.tionsl
prenir:m. 'llheY want seParate
premiuns for d:Lfferent geograplric
regions, to Protect retirees
J-iving in low cost regions f,rom
subsidizing those in higtrer cost
areas.

Prenirlns wi].]. be wittrdrawn
f,rom monttrJ'y retiree payctreelcs and
menber cost slteres wil]- fund it
accord:Lng to A:Lr Force CoI. Marvin
Bennett, senior DoD denta1
eonsu1tent. Ttre PIen wiJ.l off,er
tlrree enroJ.lment rateg: singt,e,
two party and faniJ.y. trIrrrenarried
spouses of deceased retirees wiJ.L
also be offered. lXtre pt.an wilL not
deny care receiwed f,rom non-
network dentists, Bennett said.

\\Because of tlre range of, ages
tJle prograft covers, it wil.l offer
a broad spectnrm of, services,t' lre
said, ttbut it nay not be as
degirElrle for sone older fo].lrs
becanrse of work ttre PJ.an doesnt t
cover. Before enroJ.J.ingr PeoPJ.e
strou1d careful.J.y weiglr t*re pJ.an's
benefits agrainst their dent.aL
needs. tt

llhe contraclor wiL]. send
infor:aation and enro].lnent for:ns
to prospective nembers- Advisersl
at uiJ.itary trospital.s and cLinics
wilJ. offer assista:rce, lte said-

\!xhe dentatr Prolt3€ro will give
nalty retireeg acsess to J.ow cost
denta1 work tlrey haven't had
beforert' Bennett said. l\It wil.l.
take care of a, I.arge Portion of
our retiree PoPrrlation- t'

hiEW ALLOTMENT POLICY READY

il nes aLl.otnent sYsten rhich
becomes ef,fective October 1 will
giwe retirees greater fl.exibil.ity
in handling fi.nancial. natters'
sonething pought f,or yea,rs and f,or
wtrictr councils of, tlre services
hawe long f,ougtrt.

!f}re Voluntary AlLotsents
Systen wiJ.J' be rePl.aced bY ttre
D iscretionary/Non-Discretionary
AJ.J.otuent SYstcn which giwes
retirees the authorization to
sLart and ctrenge discretione'ry
a].J.otments.

![tris nes sYsten, mandated bY
Section 551 of, ttre DePartnent of,
Def,enEe Autlrorization Act, FubJ.ic
Iraw L04'207-, wiJ.J. a.J.low uP to six
discretionary all'otuents -

tlccording t'o Defense Finance
and Accounting Service C1eve1and
Center official.s, retirees wisl.ing
to start or change an alJ.otnent
strould fax t.treir reguest after
october 1 to 1-800-469-6559. TheY
may eJ.so be mail.ed to DFASI-CL, Boa
99191 , CJ.ewe1and, OE 447-99-LL26.
Retirees are reminded that it naY
take 30 to 45 deYs to Process an
a].]-otaent.

OftriciaLs al.so e:;rJ.ain tlrat
tlre policy f,or non-4iscretionary
a1J.otnentg bas not changed. ltrere
renaj.ns a policY of a naximun of,
15 al.1otoent.s (non-discretionary
and &iscretiona.rY) .


