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Centennial Post 209

P.O. Box 15461
Colorado Springs, CO 80935

Legionnaires,

It seems as if we are destined not the have a regular scheduled
meeting this year, but we aren’t going to stop trying. In spite
of these temporary setbacks we are having an outstanding year
overall.

We can be very proud of our efforts in membership. We reached
our membership goal of 100 members.in December 19846. At the
present time we are at 1127 membership and still increasing. If
you haven’'t recruited a new member, who not do it now and help us
reach our new goal of 150% by Department Convention in Cortez in
June 1987. We can also be very proud of the success of our

bingo game. We could sure use some additional help at our

weekly bingo game. Why not plan to help out this year and push
all of our programs over the top.

We are coming up on elections very shortly, so if you desire to
fill an office, let your wishes be known. This post can be as
great as you decide to make it, so plan now to get involved.
Looking forward to seeing you at the monthly regularly scheduled
FPost meeting 19 March 1987.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
NEAL. L. THOMAS JR. — COMMANDER

VA Toughens Home lLoan Folicies

Following congressional criticism regarding the number of loans
on which veterans have defaulted, The Veterans Administration
has established new rules. Applications for a VA loan must now
meet two income tests to qualify.

The first is referred to as the disposable gross income ratio.
Under this guideline, a veteran’'s Fixed Expenses should not

xeceed 41 percent of gross income. Included in fixed expenses
are housing expenses (for example mortgage payment, hazard
inswance, property tax, special assessments like a condo fee)
and obligations (installment payments, bank loans, job related
wpenses such as child care). Other expenses such as utilities,
maintenance costs, food, clothing, entertainment and income taxes

are not included in the calculation.

The second faction is referred to as after expenses minimum. In



addition to the shelter and obligation expenses, other expenses .
in the equation include utilities, maintenance, Federal, State,
and local Income Taxes and Social Security Taxes. Food and
entertainment are not included. 1f, after the total expenses
described here are deducted from gross income, veterans meet the
minimum after-—expenses income levels in the table below, they may
be eligible for a home loan.

These new guide lines cannot guarantee against loan defaulting in
areas hit by unusual economic experiences such as those

affecting the oil and agriculture industries. Significant

numbers of defaulted loans were held by veterans employed in those
industries.

Veterans Face Continued Challenges in New Congress

With the 1986 elections now a matter of history, the 10Bth
Congress convened on January 4th. There are many new faces in
both The House and Senate, but the agenda for The American
Legion remains the same as it has been for the last several
years. That agenda, in it’'s simplest terms is to protect
veterans programs from budgetary damage while simultanously
assuring sufficient defense funding to protect the nations
security.

The Legion made significant progress last year in convincing
Congress that veterans have not caused the deficit for the first
time in & years, veterans were exempt from reconciliation
reductions. .

Today, veterans interests are at a crossroads, aging veterans in
need of medical care are growing in numbers. If the VA is to
accommodate demand, more must be spent. Not only must medical
care be full funded, but construction of replacement facilities
to take the place of deteriorating older structures must proceed.

VA Seeks Veteran Owned Firms to Supply Goods and Services

Vietnam veterans and disabled veterans in business have
opportunities to have The Veterans Administration as one of
their customars.

In order to fulfill its mission of service to the millions of
men and women who served their country, the VA - the governments
third largest agency - must purchase goods and sarvices for the
operation of its medical centers, cutpatient clinics, nursing
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homes, domiciliaries, outreach centers, research facilities, and
offices.

The VA adopted the "special consideration" to veterans philosophy
aof The Small Business Administration (SBA) requirement of FL
93-237. The agency has directed all facilities having
procurement requirements for which vietnam veterans and disabled
veterans owned small businesses are known sources to take
affirmative action to solicit these firms and assist them in
participating in the VA procurement process.

For further information on the VA's procurement process, or to
reguest the necessary 8F 129, write to the Deputy Director,
Office of Small or Disadvantaged Business Utilization (00SC),
Veterans Administration, 810 Vermont Ave, N.W, Washington, D.C.
20420.

VA Loan Rate down to 8.5%

Washington ALNS - For the eighth time in 21 months, The Veterans
Administration has lowered its maximum home loan interest rate.
Effective January 19, the VA-guaranteed fixed rate mortgages
dropped to 8.5 percent - the lowest since February 1978.

The 8.5 percent rate means that the monthly payment for principal
and interest on the new VA loan of #70,000 will drop #1285 to
¥538.24. As recently as one year ago, the monthly payment on the
same loan would have been #640.73%2 based on the 18.9 percent rate
then in effect. This represents a savings for veterans of
¥122.88 per month on the average loan.

VET Benefit developments presented to Flan Group

Washington ALNS ~ The American Legion’'s Veterans Flanning and
Coordinating Committee has completed two days of discussions and
meetings with members of The Reagan Administration,
Representatives of The House and Senate Veterans Affairs
Committees, and others concerned with the delivery of Veterans
Benefits. - ‘ '

The VFPCC, which meets semi-annually, brings the chairmen of the
legislative, VA & R, Economic and Fublic Relations Commissions
together with legal and medical consultants, legion leaders, and
staftf members to consider appropriate responses to challenge to
veterans interests. The committee is chaired by National
Commander , James . Dean.



The meeting agenda included issues surrounding the proposed FY
1988 Federal Budget and certain legislative initiatives which are
likely to affect veterans 1n terms of their health, economlc and
social well being.

Thomas k. Trunage, Administrator of Veterans Affairs,discussed
the effect of a proposed $550 million increase in the VA Budget.
Despite the increase the VA is going forward with plans to cut
2,500-3,00@0 full time equivalent employees from the payrall, in
keeping with recent trends toward trimming the work force.

EROM_THE ADJUTANT:

[ARSE LY 3 A PR T T T AL e R A T

Nell'mother nature has forced us to cancel another meeting.
Here's a little bit of what is going on with Fost 209.

Four Corners Beauty Pageant — It will be held 24-26 April at the
Clarion Hotel. FPlans are to hold a Golf Tournament during this
weekend. It will be at Cimmerion Hills Golf Course.

Fost Home - We have been looking into the possibility of either
purchasing or leasing a post home. Not all the figures are in
yet and as soon as we find out all the options that are available
to us we will be passing them on at future post meetings. So
plan to attend all future meetings. -

Dave Thomas is out of the hospital and doing fine. He was back
at bingo tuesday night and wished to thank everyone for their
concern and for the fruit basket, which he said even the nurses
enjoyed.

Our sympathy goes out to John Davies, who lost his father last
month. John our sorrows are with you. :

Our bulk mailing application has been submitted and we should be
hearing something soon. This would cut our expenses a great '
deal. Thanks Eill Henson for all your help in this area.

We are also in the process of updating our constitution and
by-laws. They have been turned over to a committee for review
and rewriting.

LATE NOTICES:
Beorge Wood returned to the hospital in Denver on thursday night,

% March 1987. The latest reports indicates that he is responding
to treatment.



On friday night, & March 1987, the post asuffered a great loss
with the death of John Gaillard, a charter member and past post
commander. John was active in all facets of service to vetsrans
at all levels with many service organizations. John will be
sorely missed by all veterans in the Fikes Feak Region.

FROM THE LADIES AUXILIARY - JUNE THOMAS, FRESIDENT
l.adies:

Since Mother Nature has seen fit to cancel our Januvary and
February meetings we are getting behind in our obligations. I
had an Executive Meeting last month and only had two (2) people
come.

In spite of any stumbling blocks, we are continuing to puwrsue our
goals. We have ordered 500 poppies and will be distributing them
in May. I have spoken with Florence Spiwak, who coordinates the
cookies to Hospitals and Nursing Homes for this area. I+ you
have any cookies to donate, please have them to me by March

Dur membership is up to 18384 now, so we are steadily moving up!

We will have Initiation Ceremonies in April as none of us have
been initiated into the Auxiliary. I am looking forward to seeing
each member present at Fost 5 Auxiliary Room. The date will be
announced later. Our District 7 Fresident, Betty Andrews will
perform the ceremonies.

Anyone interested in holding an office in the Unit, please make
your interest known. The nominating committee will be presenting
its slate of nominees for the Auxiliary year 1987-1988. We need
interested people to continue to carry out the programs for
American Legion Auxiliary. Won't you help? Fast Department
Fresident, Rose Skarin will install new officers on May. 8.

1987. We are looking forward to seeing each of you there.

Our next meeting will be March 19th, if I don’'t see you, please
remember our veterans at Ft. Lyons and Florence Nursing Home and
get those cookies to me.

I am still encoured and wish to assure you that we are -——-
"4 Unit, Under God, Fulfilling a Commitment"

June Thomas — Fresident
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Legionnaires,

1t seems as if we are destined not the have a regular scheduled
meeting this year, but we aren’'t going to stop trying. In spite
of these temporary setbacks we are having an outstanding year
aoverall.

We can be very proud of our efforts in membership. We reached
ow membership goal of 108 members in December 1986. At the
present time we are at 112% membership and still increasing. If
you haven't recruited a new member, who not do it now and help us
reach our new goal of 150% by Department Convention in Cortez in
June 1987. We can also be very proud of the success of our

bingo game. We could sure use gsome additional help at owr
weekly bingo game. Why not plan to help out this year and push
all of ouw programs over the top.

We are coming up on elections very shortly, so if you desire to
£ill an@ office, let your wishes be known. This post can be as
great as you decide to make it, so plan now to get involved.
Looking forward to seeing you at the monthly regularly schedul ed
Fost meeting 19 March 1987.

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY
NEAL L. THOMAS JR. - COMMANDER

vA Toughens Home Loan Policies

Following congressional criticism regarding the number of loans
on which veterans have defaulted, The Veterans Administration
has established new rules. Applications for a VA loan must now
meet two income tests to qualify.

The first is referred to as the disposable gross income ratio.
Under this guideline, a veteran’'s Fixed Expenses should not
excead 41 percent of gross income. included in fiked sxpenses
are housing expenses (for example mortgage payment, hazard
inswrance, property tax, special assessments like a condo fee)
and obligations (installment payments, bank loans, job related
expenses such as child care). Other expenses such as utilities,
maintenance costs, food, clothing, entertainment and income taxes

are not included in the calculation.

The second faction is referred to as after expenses minimum. In



addition to the shelter and obligation expenses, other expenses
in the equation include utilities, maintenance, Federal, State,
and local Income Taxes and Social Security Tarxes. Food and
entertainment are not included. If, after the total expenses
described here are deducted from gross income, veterans meet the
minimum after-expenses income levels in the table below, thay may
be eligible for a home loan.

Ofeer—Expenses Income to Bualify for VA Home—toam

Dollwrs per Month:

Family Te Northeast South Midwest flest
1 ¥ 411 ¥ 409 ¥ 399 F 4473
2 &46 43 b7 b97
= 786 781 &3 847
4 BRE 868 848 241
5 251 4.6 924 1,825

VA officials emphasize that\the péw criteria provides an
excellent barometer to use ingduging an individual ‘s ability tq
meet home mortgage obligatiopsS. iowever , the final determinant
is a veteran’'s financial cepfiditionN_If in good shape financially,
veterans may spend more fhan 41 percend of their gross income o
fined expenses or havesslightly less thag the after expenses
minimum and still gudlify for a loan.

There is strongOpposition in the real estate dustry. Real
estate brokere charge that lower ranking personn®l are being
driven out &% home ownership, and that VA minimums are
unrealisifcally high for lower—~cost cities and rural areas. VA
officizls counter that their statistics demonstrate thahldiving
in grural area is not necessarily cheaper than in an wban area.
Wirat is saved on lows =1 e B o be expended on trips TOC
LAoctore—eanmdinto town, they assert.

These new guide lines cannot guarantee against loan(ﬁdafaulting in
areas hit by unusual economic experiences such as those

affecting the oil and agriculture industries. BSignificant
numbers of defaulted loans were held by veterans employed in those
industries.

Veterans Face Continued Challenges in New Congress

With the 1986 elections now a matter of history, the 180@th
Congress convened on January é&th. There are many new faces in
both The House and Senate, but the agenda for The American
Legion remains the same as it has been for the last several



years. That agenda, in it’'s simplest terms is to protect v
veterans programs from budgetary damage while é%imult
assuring sufficient defense funding to protect the nations
security.

This year, for the first time since 1981, the SBenate Is
cantrolled by a democrat party majority. Along witp this
majority go the chairmanships of virtually all copfittees and
subkcommittees and principal control over what l#gislation will
reach the floor for consideration.

To even the most casual observers, the last/% years have been
diffic\Nt ones for veterans. The reasons for this difficulty
have had less to do with the majority in/the Senate then with a

bipartism consensus that the nation mugt put its fiscal house in
order.

The legion Pas agreed with this confensus, but has encountered an
unwillingness\to recognize until yéry recently that the cost of

veterans programs and benefits hgve contributed nothing to
persistently high federal deficits. By comparison with othar
domestic federal\programs, VA Axpenditures have been tightly
controlled. This\is one reasbn why the VA Budget has consumed
and ever—decreasingd, share of total federal funds.

For some, the change \n p#rty domination of The Senate and the
fact that the Fresiden ow faces a House and Senate controlled
by an opposing party maA suggest a reversal in the trend to
reduce spending on velterahs. For others, the election results
constitute an undesivable dreat to the progress having been made
to rebuild the nation’'s defeNses.

The fact of the mftter is that Ythe Democratic majority in The
Senate is slim edough to counsel\gcaution against either
unjustified hopés that the threat o veterans is over or that a
bipartisan copgensus on deficit redigtion has been dissol ved.

The challefge to both veterans and defenme is guaranteed by the
ongoing réquirement of the GBramm—Rudman-HNlings deficit reduction
law to plbduce budgetary "Red Ink" by #31 BiNlion each year until
the deficit is eradicated in FY 1991. In otiwr works no matter
who gontrols Congress and no matter what The Adginistration
progoses, Budgets will be constrained, deficit—-raducing
refonciliation legislation will be favorably considered and
sppropriations to actually pay for federal activities will decline.

The Legion made significant progress last year in convincing
Congress that veterans have not caused the deficit for the first
time in & years, veterans were exempt from reconciliation
reductions.



Today, veterans interests are at a crossroads, aging veterans in
need of medical care are growing in numbers. If the VA is to
accommodate demand, more must be spent. Not only must medical
care be full funded, but construction of replacement facilities
to take the place of deteriorating older structures must proceed.

sloyment programs for younger veterans must be improved amd the
VA home Toam—program must be #*strengthend. For all—g@nerations of
veterans, particularty-—service disabled veteFans, There must be
sufficient VA personnel to proceis sMaos_in a timely manner.
The claims made By Agent Orange in radiation-edposedveteraos
st be adjudicated in a failr and impartial atmosphere.

VA Seeks Veteran ODwned Firms to Supply Goods and Services

Vietnam veterans and disabled veterans in business have
opportunities to have The Veterane Administration as one of
their customers.

in order to fulfill its mission of service to the millions of
men and women who served their country, the VA - the governments
third largest agency - must purchase goods and services for the
operation of its medical centers, outpatient clinics, nursing
homes, domiciliaries, outreach centers, research facilities, and
aoffices.

The VA adopted the "special consideration" to veterans philosophy
of The 8Small Business Administration (8BEA) requirement of FL
93-2%7. The agency has directed all facilities having
procurement requirements for which vietnam veterans and disabled
veterans owned small businesses are known sources to take
affirmative action to solicit these firms and assist them in
participating in the VA procurement process.

e VA uses both the competitive, sealed bids and negokiation
purchasing methods. Depending on the commodit et contracts
are definite quantity, fixed price with defirite delivery dates
or call>ype contracts with delivery oedérs placed as the need
arises.

and ather
o service should



180 bg 8 i vailable.

For further information on the VA's procurement process, or to
request the necessary SF 129, write to the Deputy Director,
Office of Small or Disadvantaged Business Utilization (DOBC),
Veterans Administration, 810 Vermont Ave, N.W, Washington, D.C.
20428.

contiract awards for vetsr $ 1ai e it Feels that its
aefforts to actively seek oul ard asselist these cmE_in competing
for VA contracts wi : H

VA Loan Rate down to 8.5%

Washington ALNS ~ For the eighth time in 21 months, The Veterans
Administration has lowered its maximum home loan interest rate.
Effective January 19, the VA-guaranteed fixed rate mortgages
drropped to 8.5 percent ~ the lowsast since February 1978.

The 8.9 percent rate means that the monthly payment for principal
and interest on the new VA loan of %70,000 will drop #1295 to
F¥538.24. As recently as one year ago, the monthly payment on the
game loan would have been $£640.32 based on the 18.35 percent rate
then in effect. This represents a savings for veterans of
¥1902.08 per month on the average loan.

VET Benefit developments presented to Flan Group

Washington ALNS - The American Legion’s Veterans Flanning and
Coordinating Committee has completed two days of discussions and
meetings with members of The Reagan Administration,
Representatives of The House and Senate Veterans Affairs
Committees, and others concerned with the delivery of Veterans
Benefits.

The VFCEC, which meets semi-annually, brings the chairmen of the
legislative, VA & R, Economic and Fublic Relations Commissions
together with legal and medical consultants, legion leaders, and
staff members to consider appropriate responses to challenge to
veterans interests. The committee is chaired by National
Commander , James F. Dean.

The meeting agenda included issues surrounding the proposed FY
1988 Federal Budget and certain legislative @initiatives which are



likely to affect veterans in terms of their health, economic and
gsocial well being.

Thomas k. Trunage, Administrator of Veterans Affairs,discussed
the effect of a proposed $550 million increase in the VA Budget.
Despite the increase the VA is going forward with plans to cut
2,500-%,000 full time equivalent employees from the payroll, in
teeping with recent trends toward trimming the work force.

ddltion, turnage described plans to twn back to s

Rt #79 million which had ben earmarked for Méatment of
"Da;egory c" terans. Those with private heal nsurance which
can b he VA under provisions for 2Mij
reimbuwsement, establd i Condress.

Jonathen Skeinberg, chief t P gnate Veterans Affairs
Committee, 3xd Mack neming, <hi 5€1 of the House Veterans
éff&igﬁ Commi tNee, e B g of a pending veterans
legislation.

N

Art Blaﬁkd director fenks counseling service to the VA
Departmen%\mf Medicims Gery, discussed the VET Center
prugrams's\ﬂ~velopmen = ristory, and suggested that the time
may be near tw remoyé théxtenters from rxmote locations and to

integrate them\whére ppésifle, into exisdNng VA facilities.

The UFCC also HMeard peports pr|pared by commission staff members

on a varietyof isg BQ\mf concemn to The Amerigan lLegion,

includings

~ the stdtus of Ahe Bene ciar frayel Allowanceb

- the dutlook $6r the FY 15988 Departhent of Defende Budget.

- Na¥ional Sefurity impli n'1mns of Achuired Immuna\ Deficiency
Fondrome AIDS) and itd effeck on the Nations blool donor pool.
Challengés to Federal Veterans Epploymerns Frograms.

The VFL is not a golicy making body
organfzation. I¥s authority is limited\to fact-flpding and the
formdlation of fecommendations for consideration byNhose
najional compissions in whose area of respoRgibility The
récommendatfons may fall, and in advising theNgational eldegcutive
Commi tteasx

formally
acted
la

Any rgtommendations of the committee, if accepted,
propbsed through the legions’'s resolution process and
pon only as a result of national convention or NEC appro

oo Caumt Sovse Souas senes s Saant 410D Sese Peneh Soute Mbss rave Semt Suter Shecs Suess Meaee



Well mother nature has forced us to cancel another meeting.
Here's a little bit of what is going on with Fost 209.

Four Corners Beauty Fageant - It will be held 24-26 April at the
Clarion Hotel. Plans are to hold a Golf Townament dwing this
weekend. It will be at Cimmerion Hills Bolf Course.

Fost Home -~ We have been looking into the possibility of either
purchasing or leasing a post home. Not all the figures are in
yet and as soon as we find out all the options that are available
to us we will be passing them on at future post meetings. So
plan to attend all future meetings.

Dave Thomas is out of the hospital and doing fine. He was back
at bingo tuesday night and wished to thank everyone for their
concern and for the fruit basket, which he said even the nurses
enjoyved.

Our sympathy goes out to John Davies, who lost his father last
month. John ouwr sorrows are with you.

Our bulk mailing application has been submitted and we should be
hearing something soon. This would cut our expenses a great
deal. Thanks Bill Henson for all yow help in this area.

We are also in the process of updating ow constitution and
by~laws. They have been turned over to a committee for review
and rewriting.

LATE NOTICES:

Beorge Wood retuwned to the hospital in Denver on thursday night,
5 March 1987. The latest reports indicates that he is responding
to treatment.

On friday night, 6 March 1987, the post suffered a great loss
with the death of John Baillard, a charter member and past post
commander. John was active in all facets of service to veterans
at all levels with many service organizations. John will be
sorely missed by all veterans in the Pikes FPealk Region.

FROM THE LADIES AUXILIARY -~ JUNE THOMAS, FRESIDENT

Ladies:

Since Mother Nature has seen fit to cancel ouwr January and
Faebruary meetings we are getting behind in ow obligations. I
had an Executive Meeting last month and only had two (2) people

COMS .

In spite of any stumbling blocks, we are continuing to pursue our
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goals. We have ordered 500 poppies and will be digtributing them
in May. I have spoken with Florence Spiwak, who coordinates the
conkies to Hospitals and Nursing Homes for this area. I vou
have any cookies to donate, please have them to me by March

[N NV PR A A

Ouwr membership is up to 150% now, so we are steadily moving up!

We will have Initiation Ceremonies in April as nong of us have
been initiated into the Auxiliary. I am looking forward to seeing
pach member present at Fost 5§ Auxiliary Room. The date will be
announced later. Ouwr District 7 President, Betty Andrews will
perform the ceremonies.

Anyone interested in holding an office in the Unit, please make
youwr interest known. The nominating committee will be prresenting
its slate of nominees for the Auxiliary year 1987-1988. We need
interested people to continue to carry out the programs for
American Legion Auxiliary. Won't. you help? Fast Department
Fresident, Rose Skarin will install new officers on May 8.

1987. We are looking forward to seeing each of you there.

Our next meeting will be March 19th, if I don’'t see you, please
remember our veterans at Ft. Lyons and Florence Nursing Home and
get those cookies to me.

I am still encoured and wish to assuwe you that we are -——
"f Unit, Under God, Fulfilling a Commitment”

June Thomas - President



